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PITTY THA FOO It’s April Fool’s day today. Do you know what your friends are plotting? Check out some of the best pranks of all time in today’s feature. 
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Govt invites youth to share 
views on foreign policy 


Youth compile report 
to represent their 
views on Canadas 
future policy in the 
global system 


COSANNA PRESTON 


News Writer 


When I first heard the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade 
(DFAIT) was holding a youth con- 
ference on Canadian foreign policy, I 
thought, “Where do I sign up?” 

In January, Bill Graham, the min- 
ister of foreign affairs, announced 
he would facilitate dialogues with 
Canadians to find out, through forums 
and town hall meetings, what they 
wanted from their foreign policy. The 
National Forum for Youth was just 
one small piece of the puzzle. 

Fascinated that the government 
wanted the opinion of Canadian 
youth, I applied and was accepted. 
Then I found out we were to meet 
in Ottawa only to create a report. I 
was immediately shadowed in skepti- 
cism, hesitant about the effectiveness 
of a youth report on foreign policy. 

Regardless, Minister Graham was 


still asking our opinion, and I was 
determined to give it to him. 

After arriving in Ottawa, the 
Saturday morning bus ride to the 
venue, old City Hall, was surprisingly 
chatty. Eager youth introduced them- 
selves to those still unknown. With 
120 young people from all over the 
country, it was hard to keep the faces 
and names straight. 

I sat by a young woman who had 
recently returned from India with 
Canada World Youth (CWY), a gov- 
ernment-funded organization pro- 
moting cultural exchange. DFAIT had 
selected CWY to ensure at least some 
of the youth had international experi- 
ence, and CWY in turn had selected 
her to attend the conference. 

Once inside the building, we were 
separated into small working groups 
of about 13 people. I was immedi- 
ately impressed with the cohesion of 
at least my own group. There were 
definitely different perspectives, as 
the entire political spectrum was cov- 
ered within my small group. 

“We wanted to bring an informed 
opinion from a broad perspective,” 
noted Joan Broughton, coordinator 
for the United Nations Association of 
Canada (UNA-C), one group chosen 
by DFAIT to select participants. 
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Four-point grading starts next year 


ANDREW TOUGAS 
News Writer 


Come next fall semester, a nine 
won't mean squat and a four will be 
worth more than you ever expected. 
Confused? 

If you didn’t already know, the UofA 
is replacing its unique nine-point grade 
system with the more common four- 
point system used at other universities. 
The decision was made three years ago 
by General Faculties Council, a legisla- 
tive body representing all faculties on 
academic issues, and will be imple- 
mented next year. 


The main reason is to eliminate any 
confusion. when transferring U of A 
transcripts for grad schools or 
scholarships. Both SU Vice-President 
(Academic) Mat Brechtel and Acting 
Registrar Carole Byrne agree that 
though they don’t think U of A stu- 
dents were disadvantaged in these pur- 
suits, the chance of that happening in 
the future is now less likely. 

“When you go to another institu- 
tion and you don’t get credit for the 
courses you've already taken, a lot of 
times it comes down to them not 
understanding what the grade means. 
And it’s nonsense because it’s bureau- 


cratic difficulties—it’s red tape. This is 
one of the barriers that is going to be 
taken out of the way,” said Brechtel. 
The system will use letter grades 
with a four-point scale of numerical 
equivalents for calculating grade point 
averages (GPAs). For each course, stu- 
dents will get a letter grade of either A, 
B, C, D, or F, with pluses or minuses 
optionally added to the grade to help 
specify class performance. On tran- 
scripts, letter grades will be accompa- 
nied by a corresponding numeric GPA 
ranging from 4.0 (highest mark) to 0.0 
(a failing grade). 
PLEASE SEE FOUR-POINT + PAC! 
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WORKING NINE TO FOUR Students, watch out: grading next year will be done on a four-point system, not nine. 
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From the archives 


Gateway fashionista Jerome Ryckborst declared that spring ’87 style is all about “sex: 
look but don’t touch.” For the gals, impenetrable old-timey underthings like corsets and 
bustles were reinvented as outerwear, and Ryckborst also recommended rustle bustling 
crinoline mini-skirts. For the style-conscious campus male, movement was key as, said 
Ryckborst, “it gives the girls something to watch.” Baggy-legged pants and full boxer- 
style or Bermuda shorts caused a sensation with billowing folds of fabric. And accessories 
were equally breezy: suggested must-haves included dangly bolo 
ties and free-flying fringe. Put together, spring ’87’s watch-my-body 
flavour screamed, “Hey—watch me move!” 


1987 
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Youth priorities include peacekeeping, sustainable development 


FOREIGN POUCY + CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

“[DFAIT] could not get a broad per- 
spective from solely university stu- 
dents or political students. We needed 
people from groups like the YMCA 
and the Junior Chamber of Commerce 
to grab a different perspective.” 

Unfortunately, we all agreed far too 
easily when doubting the effective- 
ness of the entire process. 

Tracey Bender, the coordinator of 
the entire conference, did not dimin- 
ish our concern. 

“[The youth report] will be taken 
into consideration with the other 
groups of the dialogue,” she noted, 
“so it is difficult to gauge the direct 
effect.” 

Luckily, her acknowledgement and 
our own skepticism did not hinder 
conversation. 

After lengthy debates, our group 
recognized that Canada needs to put 
more effort into peace building and 
poverty elimination, and that aid is 
fundamental to international peace 
and security. 

The group did not forget Canada 
on the international stage; we agreed 
it was important to protect and help 
ourselves. We did not want to be 
dependent on the United States and, 
noted one of the youth, we certainly 
were not prepared to “sit back and let 


the USA do it all for us.” 

The United States was central to our 
discussions. Be it security, prosperity, 
or culture and values, one thing was 
resoundingly clear: Canadian youth 
do not want to be Americans. We 
want our own identity and we want 
Canada to work toward diversifica- 
tion in all fields to make ourselves less 
dependent. 

Values and culture made for the 
mostinteresting discussion. Struggling 
to define Canadian identity, we quickly 
abandoned the international aspect to 
focus on our domestic concerns. The 
stories of a Muslim woman and a 
Metis woman prompted sombre dis- 
cussion, a story coming from each 
person about identity problems in 
his/her respective region. 

Listening to each other we proba- 
bly reached the most understanding. 
We did not discuss Canadian values 
and culture regarding foreign policy 
but we did have a suggestion for the 
topic—more dialogues and confer- 
ences. We concluded it was a lack 
of understanding that caused many 
problems both in Canada and abroad. 

By Monday morning, suggestions 
from eight working groups were 
boiled down into a document two 
pages long. This was presented to Bill 
Graham, but the organizers assured 


us that Graham would see all our sug- 
gestions; this document was simply a 
summary. 

For military needs, the document 
cited the need for peacekeeping to be 
Canada’s main priority. 

For values, the summary highlighted 
the need for foreign policy to more 
accurately reflect Canadian values, 
and asking that aboriginal groups be 
more prominent in representations of 
Canadian culture abroad. 

For prosperity, we emphasized that 
Canada must not ignore its values in 
pursuit of prosperity. It is important 
to remain friendly with the US, but 
we need to push for less dependency. 

Finally, we suggested a fourth pillar 
be added to Canadian foreign policy 
devoted to sustainable development 
and poverty reduction. 

Graham was extremely pleased with 
our. suggestions, noting we are in a 
very different world from nine years 
ago when the Three Pillar approach, 
focusing on trade, global issues, and 
culture and values, was created. 

“If terrorism is the problem,” 
Graham stated in regards to concerns 
raised with the security pillar, “build- 
ing destroyers may not be an appro- 
priate way to deal with the issue.” 

As Graham's speech finished, I 
waited with a reporter from a Québec 


with clear, concise suggestions. All we 


newspaper, hoping to catch the min- 
ister for a few questions. All I wanted 
to know was, why us? Why should 
the youth of Canada be listened to? 
“We have a youth forum once a 
year,” said Graham warmly. “This 
was an opportunity to use the youth 
forum to give us information for the 


dialogue and get a better understand- 
ing of what all Canadians are think- 
ing. I will prepare a report for the 
cabinet and the government saying 
what I've heard from Canadians. From 


there we will decide as a government 


how to more incorporate this into a 


statement as to the new directions of 
foreign policy.” 

Essentially, Graham had heard us, 
the government will hear what he 
decides to incorporate into the report 
on the Canadian perspective, and the 
statement will include even less. Our 
skepticism was valid, but we were 

The groups had worked hard. At — 
the very least, each participantlearned _ 
from the conference. We had to feel 
privileged. We were only 120 youth 
from across the country selected to 
provide our opinion to the govern- 
ment. We did our best and came up 


can do now is wait and hope our gov- 
ernment will listen. 


Four-point system switch will happen across Alberta 


FOUR-POINT * CONTINUED FROM PAGE 

The grade point values for each 
grade, together with the weight for 
each course taken, are used to calculate 
the GPA. 

Students whose programs straddle 
the transition will have mixed tran- 
scripts using both grading systems. For 
students transferring schools, Byrne 
explained that guidelines are included 
with transcripts that instruct where 
“pinch points” are: which grades equal 
first-class standing, which grades are 
satisfactory, and which grades are 
deemed. unsatisfactory. Being on the 
same grade system makes this confu- 
sion easier to manage now. 

“Schools deal with this all the time,” 
said Byrne. “We get applications from 
other institutions when they change 
their system. I think the U of T had 
six different marking systems but now 
that has been pared down to two or 
three. It might be a four-point system, 
but still be different [from ours].” 

Though the decision was made three 
years ago, changing the grade system 


this year also coincides with Learning 
Minister Lyle Oberg’s current push 
for a common grading system within 
Alberta’s post-secondary system, said 
Byrne. Other universities and feeder 
colleges in Alberta are attempting to 
move to similar four-point scales this 
year to make transferring easier: 

The change, however, won't be 
without a few headaches. One prob- 
lem Brechtel foresees is that some stu- 
dents will be left in the dark come 
September, but through a campaign to 
remind students of the change, the SU 
is trying to ensure nobody thinks they 
are failing when they get a three on a 
midterm. 

Byrne sees the chance for that same 
confusion, but hopes solid commu- 
nication between professors and stu- 
dents will alleviate any problems. She 
reminds students that’ professors are 
free to grade on any system they want, 
provided final grades are translated to 
the four-point system. 

Another issue the University will 
keep a close eye on is ensuring that 


grade distribution remains the same as 
before, which was a key issue in 2000 
when it was agreed to switch to the 
four-point system. 

“We will be monitoring grade dis- 
tributions very carefully the first few 


HOW THE NEW GRADES WORK 


DESCRIPTOR LETTER GRADE GRADE POINT VALUE 
Excellent At 4.0* 
A 4.0 
A- 37 
Good B+ 33 : 
B 3.0 
2 Be 27 
Satisfactory CG 23 
C 2.0 
Cc 17 
Poor D+ 13 
Minimal Pass D 1.0 
Falure F 0.0 


Under the new system, students will get letter grades on in-class assignments. On 
transcripts, grades will be reported both as letters and as numbers using the four-point 
scale. Number grades will be used to calculate Grade Point Average (GPA). 

*Some institutions assign a grade of 4.3 to an At. The U of A hopes to avoid grade inflation 
by sticking to the four-point scale. According to wwwagrades.ualbertaca, a grade of A+ will 
simply be used to recognize outstanding work at the course level. 


years to make sure we don’t see any 
kind of shift so that more students are 
below satisfactory or more students 
are at first-class standing. Grade infla- 
tion isn’t going to help anyone,” said 
Byrne. 


NATIONAL 
NEWS BRIEFS 


Compiled byLeah Collins 


MONTREAL STUDENTS 

MARCH AGAINST WAR 

MONTREAL (CUP) — Despite cold rainy 
weather, a mass of roughly 1000 McGill, 
Concordia,and CEGEP students marched 
through the streets of Montréal on 
20 March protesting war. 

Beginning at Concordia’s Henry F 
Hall building, the march heated up 
when it reached the American con- 
sulate. Protestors gathered in front of 
barricades guarded by riot police, and 
American, Spanish and British flags were 
brought to the front of the crowd 
and burned. Demonstrators at the back 
hurled objects at the police, including 
several bottles filled with red paint that 
hit the building and riot police. 

Two American university students, 
Eric Shapiro and Ryan Greenspan, were 
shocked towitness the event.Greenspan, 
who is anti-war, considered the attack 
on America misguided because “most 
Americans are in fact against the war, so 


it’s not fair to disgrace the country on 
the basis of our leaders.” 

Shapiro criticized the protestors 
actions as being hypocritical. “You have 
to stop violence by stopping violence, 
not by inciting more violence.” 

However, Concordia activist Laith 
Marouf was impressed by the demon- 
stration and stressed increased protest 
of war in Iraq is needed. 

Julien Vernet, The McGill Daily 


FEDERAL NDP LEADER SAYS INVEST 
INENVIRONMENT, NOT BOMBS 
TORONTO (CUP) — Speaking to stu- 
dents at Ryerson University, newly 
chosen federal New Democratic Party 
(NDP) leader Jack Layton discussed prior- 
ity issues onthe NDPagenda: supporting 
peace in Iraq, finding environmentally 
friendly energy sources and strengthen- 
ing social justice at the grassroots level 
in Canadian politics. 

The newly chosen NDP leader, who 
ran under the campaign slogan “New 
Energy, New Leadership,” is looking into 
renewable energy resources, and pro- 
posed harvesting energy through wind- 
turbines. 

Layton also expressed his disagree- 
ment with the US invasion of Iraq, and 


criticized the legality of George W Bush’s 
presidential decree . The war, said Layton, 
is “afundamental abandonment of inter- 
national law.” But Layton was optimistic, 
seeing an opportunity to build an oppos- 
ing side supporting peace as “the new 
superpower.” 

Irene Darra, The Ryersonian 


UBCFILES TO DISMISS 
CIVILRIGHTS LAWSUIT 
VANCOUVER (CUP) — UBC has applied 
to dismiss a lawsuit filed by an English 
Master’s student suing for $18 million 
(two per cent of the university budget). 
Cynthia Maughan is suing the 
University through the Civil Rights 
Protection Act, claiming UBC violated 
her civil rights by discriminating against 
her on the basis of her Christian faith. 
Maughan claims the UBC English 
department concerted an attack against 
her because of her religion when appeal- 
ing her grade. Her statement of claim says 
her professor, Lorraine Weir, “launched 
a campaign to discredit [Maughan]” 
including “soliciting personal criticisms” 
from other professors. Maughan also 
claims the department did not follow fair 
procedure when conducting the appeal 
of her grade. 


Weir says these allegations are false, 
and UBC denies Maughan’s allegations 
and claims her rights were not violated. 

Anna King, The Ubyssey 


MCGILL TAS PREPARED 
TO STRIKEIN APRIL 
MONTREAL (CUP) — McGill University 
teaching assistants have taken one more 
step in their two-year-long negotiations 
for improved wages and working condi- 
tions. 

At an assembly of the Association of 
Graduate Students Employed at McGil 
(AGSEM), 250 TAs voted almost unani- 
mously to call a strike vote if University 
administration does not offer a satisfac 
tory offer by the third week of April. 

The TAs, who currently receive 
between$14.50and $18.49 per hourwith 
four percent vacation pay, are demand 
ing wages of $22 an hour with eight pe’ 
cent vacation pay, time-and-a-half over 
time pay, and paid leave. 

On 31 March, McGill submitted af 
offer to AGSEM. AGSEM coordinato! 
Jordan Geller called it McGill's opportu: 
nity to make a “serious and legitimate 
counterproposal” to AGSEM and avoidé 
strike vote. 

David Wachsmuth, The McGill Dail 
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NEWS 2 


STREETERS 


It’s April Fool's Day, 
when we celebrate 
silliness and good jokes! 


Have you ever pulled 
a good prank, or had 
a good prank pulled 


on you? 


Matt Taylor 
Education II 


| got pranked this Saturday. | came 
home and there were about 150 Dixie 
cups on my floor full of water and 
shaving foam on all my CDs and on 

my dresser, and every picture on my 
wall was backwards, and all my posters 
were upside down. She [see below] did 
it, because we added [something] to 
her Mountain Dew a week ago, which 
causes diarrhea. 


Charlene Winkel 
Education Ill 


We took my friend’s car, and we put 
clues in different places, so he had to 
do a treasure hunt to find it. Our friend 
is a tow-truck driver, so we got him 

to towit for us and put it at the end 

of the treasure hunt. It took him two 
hours to find it. 


Cassandra Vickers 
Arts | 


| went to a Catholic school, so pretty 
much every week we would pull a prank 
on someone. In grade eight we had 

a worm colony, and we filled one of 
my friend's lockers with all the worms. 
They died though; it was really sad and 
kind of gross. He actually was sick for 

a few days, so by the time he got 

back to school they'd been in there 

for about three days, and we got in 
quite a bit of trouble. We had to try to 
explain where all the worms went to 
our science teacher. 


Josh Schroeder 
Science | 


This year for April Fool’s Day, 

[my girlfriend and I] are pulling one 
on my parents. We're sending them a 
card telling them they're going to be 
grandparents, and we sort of 
nonchalantly left it sitting on the 
table in front of my computer at 
home for them to find themselves. 
ve never pulled an April Fool’s prank 
on my parents before, which means 
they probably won't expect it and 
makes it that much more fun. 


Compiled and photographed by 
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Lois Harder, U of A political science professor 


Prof says Canadian social policy 
promotes neo-liberal ideals 


CAITLIN CRAWSHAW 
News Writer 


Third Way politics are shaping 
Canadian social policy and perpetuat- 
ing neo-liberal ideals, asserted U of A 
political science professor Dr Lois 
Harder at a lecture last Thursday. 

The lecture, “Is this the way in? 
Mechanisms and Rationales of Canada’s 
Emerging Social Policy,” was part 
of the department of political sci- 
ence’s Reshaping Globalization lecture 
series, which has been running since 
September. 

According to Harder, the “Third 
Way” approach to governing attempts 
to find a middle ground between 
social democracy and neo-liberalism, 
seeing strict adherence to either 
philosophy as problematic. 

She argued that in centre-left regimes 
like Canada, Britain, and the US under 
Clinton, tenets of this strategy have 
been implemented in social policy, 
promoting an idea of social inclusion 
for those struggling to make ends 
meet. Rather than seeking to punish 
and exclude those on welfare, this 
system seeks to give a “hand up, rather 
than a hand-out.” 

But this style of social policy has had 
a significant impact on the tenets. of 
democracy, Harder argued. Solidarity, 
equality and freedom have been com- 
promised in favour of monetary ties. 

“Tt now appears that one can best 
fulfill one’s obligations to one’s nation 
by most effectively pursuing the eco- 
nomic well-being of one’s self, one’s 
family, one’s firm, business or organi- 
zation,” said Harder. “While we may 
find each other in the market ... the 
primary bond that holds us in relation 
to one another, at least outside of our 
most intimate relationships, seems to 
be the ephemeral threads of monetary 
exchange.” 

Using the example of the 
National Child Benefit (NCB), a fed- 
eral-provincial initiative that pays ben- 
efits to low-income families based on 
their overall income, Harder argued 
that social policies operate with a 
number of motivations and political 
objectives. One of these objectives is 
the promotion of neo-liberal moral- 
ity, which Harder argued, sees work as 
independence and unemployment as 
dependence. 


Syn Alberta Society of Youth for Democratic Values 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
OF YOUTH FOR 
DEMOCRATIC VALUES. 


Are governments 
nuturing or challenging 
democracy? 


Talk to youth from 
around the world 
about their concerns. 


August 19-24, 2003. Edmonton, Alberta. Canada 


www.sydv.org 


Ph: 1.780.993.2135.. Fax: 1.780.455.9974. E-mail: office @sydv.org 
This summer the world is coming to Edmonton, where will you be? 


Listen to experts discuss 
the role of democracy 
in politics, the arts, 
business, science... 


Can the input of 
youth help solve 
these challenges? 


“The child benefit thus quietly 
rewards low-income Canadians for 
making the right choice, by using their 
freedom responsibly [in working for a 
living],” Harder said. 


Harder also argued the NCB, like fa 


other Third Way social policies, 
wrongly assumes that participation 
in the labour market is sufficient to 
ameliorate social inequities. 

Further, such policies as the NCB 
contribute to inequalities. Harder 


argued the NCB is gendered, despite } 
its income-pooling system, in which | 
the amount of the benefit paid cor- | 
responds with net family income, | 


while simultaneously making mothers 
the recipients of the money, in most 
cases. 

This indicates to Harder that the 
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not the case if you book directly 
with the airlines. 


v You get more 

We offer the best trip and travel 
cancellation insurance, rail and 
bus ticekts, tours, accommoda- 
tion, and more. 


v And hey, we don’t mind if you 
visit us in your pyjamas. 


www.travelcuts.com 


government is not genuinely con- 
cerned with women’s interests, or with 
equality. 


“The child benefit thus 
quietly rewards 
low-income Canadians 
for making the right 
choice, by using their 
freedom responsibly 
[in working for a 
living].” 

DR LOIS HARDER, U OF A POLITICAL 

SCIENCE PROFESSOR, ON HOW CHILD 


BENEFIT PROGRAMS PROMOTE 
NEO-LIBERAL MORALITY 


“If the rationale behind mothers 
generally being the recipients of the 
payment is that women’s work in 
caring labour deserves some acknowl- 
edgement, why not make the acknowl- 
edgement more substantive: why not 
tie the benefit to mother’s incomes?” 

“The net income component of the 
policy design suggests an attempt to 
strike a balance among competing 
objectives: recognizing women’s role 
in child-rearing must be weighed in 
relation to support for children in 
a context of limited fiscal resources. 
And because feminist equality-seeking 
has been so de-legitimated, it is not 
surprising that assumptions surround- 
ing income-pooling are left uninter- 


rogated.” 
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The Church 
of America 


A mericans ARE, FOR THE MOST PART, friendly, 
kind and decent people. They do their best to earn an 
honest living, and, most of the time, happily ignore 
the world around them. But from time to time, their 
contempt for the rest of the world shines through, 
taking what would be a friendly self-confidence, and 
turning it into the cocky belligerence that makes 
America, and by extension Americans, both globally 
distrusted and disliked. 

Individually, they mean well, but collectively, 
they're known for their arrogant, national superiority 
complex. This is founded, in part, on a belief that 
America is universally right, and that the rest of the 
world is wrong, which, if it were left at that, would 
remain mostly harmless. 

Instead, the will to tolerate the rest of the world’s 
presumed ignorance is replaced by a will to convert 
those backwards nations, ruled by despots and 
tyrants, to the one, true road to eternal salvation: the 
Church of the United States of America. 

While the world tries to solve problems construc- 
tively—such as through the implementation of the 
Kyoto Accord—the United States has ignored the 
efforts of the international community, opting for a 
self-made righteous path, making a pilgrimage to a 
destination of its own invention. 

While nobody in their right mind wants to be 
converted, many seem to have the unstoppable urge 
to convert others, making sweeping claims that divide 
all things into binary pairs of good and evil, saint 
and sinner, and heaven and hell. Those who aren't 
with the Church of America are accused of being 
against it, and anyone who doesn’t toe the line is 
as good as damned, cast out like so many demons 
from the American House of God, tarred with the 
all-encompassing brush of “Un-American.” 

America appears to see itself not so much as a faith- 
ful follower of God, but as the divine manifestation 
of the almighty him/herself, dishing out judgment 
as they see fit. Instead of leading by moral example, 
America builds a morality for others to follow, which 
often doesn’t mirror their own actions: weapons of 
mass destruction are condemned, as are the states that 
harbour them; international law, including United 
Nations resolutions, must be obeyed. In God We Trust 
becomes In Ourselves We Trust, which, truth be told, 
is a far more accurate portrayal of the current interna- 
tional political scene. 

And yes, many countries will line up at the doorstep 
of the Church of America, only too eager to bow 
at the foot of the world’s most powerful, most influ- 
ential nation. Developing countries around the world 
that count on the whims of US foreign aid policy 
know better than to leave the flock, listening instead 
to the sermon half-heartedly, understanding the perils 
of biting the feeding hand. Ethiopia? Mongolia? Palau? 
The benefit to the US is little more than a few extra 
pew-warmers, boosting the size of the congregation 
to something more than a dozen. 

The events of 11 September have once again pushed 
this rabid nationalism to the forefront, turning a once 
sympathetic global outpouring of heartfelt grief into 
a bitterly divided international community. National 
pride, in moderation, is generally a good thing. But, 
national pride to the point of forcing other nations to 
conform to your manner of thinking, acting in what 
can only be called a culturally supremacist fashion, is 
not winning points for the American cause, nor is it 
making America any safer. 

As long as the United States continues to nation- 
build in their own image, sowing the seeds of a 
culture that lacks tolerance of moral and political 
diversity, the world will be a dangerous place, indeed. 


IAIN ILICH 
Production Editor 


Near-end haiku 


The wind blows harshly 
As the spring dawns upon us 
The paper draws nigh 
DAVID ZEIBIN 
Sedat einen terete ee een ~Editor-ineChtet=4 


LETTERS 


The University should 
remain a place of healthy, 
informed debate 


Members of the University of 
Alberta Campus Community: 

The war inlraqmay bringastate of 
heightened anxiety to our campus 
community. | ask that we continue 
to participate in peaceful dialogue of 
the issues. The University of Alberta 
will maintain its role as a resource of 
ideas, information and expertise for 
the greater city of Edmonton, our 
province and our nation. 

All members of our campus com- 
munity have a responsibility to work 
to preserve the principle of free, 
open and civil dialogue on differing 
points of view. 

lask that each of you participate in 
discussions about this and other vital 
issues. Let our campus be one where 
discussionsand disagreement about 
the war in Iraq and other critical 
issues take place in a civil manner 
where respect for the rights of indi- 
viduals to speak and be heard is 
accepted. 

The diversity of our campus will 
be a catalyst to understanding if we 
remain open-minded. 


RODERICK D FRASER, PHD 
President, University of Alberta 


Education isa right 


Hi Zachary. Remember me? Sure 
you do, Being more rested, and full 
of new reflections, | thought | would 
continue our discussion. 

Yourlast letterto the editor (“Post- 
secondary, by legal definition, is not 
a right,” 6 February), although com- 
mendable and better supported, is 
in fact, still faulty. 

For starters, what is the actual, 
not “legal,” definition of a right? And 
which rights are actually guaran- 
teed? Thirdly: how can you still com- 
pare reputable institutions like Grant 
MacEwan, Concordia and NAIT to 
“lowly salesmen?” Have youthought 
about why students attend these 
institutions? And really, what kind 
of university do you think | want? 
Certainly not the madhouse you 
have painted for me. 

To begin, let’s look at the actual 
definition of a “right.” A right—the 
one we are discussing—is defined 
as “...a power, condition of existence 
or possession to which one is enti- 
tled by nature, legal or moral law, a 
grant or purchase.” The bottom line 
there: a right is something “morally 
good or justified,” and something we 
are entitled to. Judging by this defini- 
tion, education is actually a right. 

When youlistedthe rights yousaw 
as being guaranteed—all of which 
come from UN's 1948 Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights—| 
started to wonder if the two of us 
lived in the same world. | will quote 
the author Nehemiah’ Robinson 
when | say, “the Declaration was 
intended to stimulate respect for 
human. rights.” Still “many viola- 
tions of human rights have contin- 
ued to occur.” And for rights to gain 
international importance, as those 
inthe Declaration, people had to die, 
suffer, and in a faulty, paradoxical 
way, earn those rights a spot on the 
page. 

| will leave you with Article 26 of 


k-the-Declaration~shighereducation « 


shall be equally accessible to all on 
the basis of merit.” We are moving 
further and further away from this. 
That scares me. Where do we stop 
the tuition increases? 

This, Zachary, goes beyond our 
little discussion, and beyond the 
opinion pages of a university news- 


paper. 


MAJA OSMANAGIC 
Arts il 


Krause article on 
America hit the spot 


have to say, | didn’t realize just 
how far some people have their 
heads shoved in certain places. | 
came across Chris Krause’s article 
(“America: it’s far too easy to ridicule 
you,” 25 March) and was in com- 
plete awe. Finally, someone had the 
nerve to say the things that most 
people around the world think of 
Americans. 

Now, this is not just the Canadian 
in me talking. I've travelled around 
the world more than my fair share 
and | can tell you exactly what other 
people of the world think about 
them. In fact, most of them tended 
to use Americans as the butt of their 
jokes. | applauded Krause then and | 
applaud him again. 

| was also interested to see what 
sorts of replies would come from 
this article, sol checked out the web- 
site. | couldn't have prepared myself 
for what | saw. People who have no 
idea what a spell-check is for, people 
taking shots at Canada who can't 
even spell “Canada” properly, people 
thinking the US is God’s gift to man- 
kind, and people taking shots at the 
article who obviously read what they 
wanted to read and not what was 
printed. | almost fell out of my chair. 

As much as people don’t want to 
hear it, Krause’s article hit the mark. 


AMANDA GAUDET 
Education IV 


Bear Scat awesome! 


Thanks for the recent article on 
Stephen Kirkham (“Bear Scat: one 
student’s answer to Bear Tracks,” 
27 March). He should get some kind 
of award from the Registrar's Office, 
as his scheduling system is going to 


save a lot of students a lot of time. 
Iwantedtoworkon my 2003-2004 
timetable on Sunday night, but it 
was after midnight, a time unac- 
ceptable to Bear Tracks. However, | 
remembered the Gateways profile 
of Kirkham’s efforts and in about 
20 minutes was able to create my 
conflict-free timetable for next 
semester. 
‘ Initiative like Kirkham’s should 
be recognized and rewarded. Bravo 
Stephen! 


DC WARD 
Arts ti 


Cora Cunningham 
may be spreading 
food propaganda, too 


While | have sympathy for Ms 
Cunningham's love of beef (“I pledge 
allegiance to a side of beef,” 27 
March) she assumes that her “facts” 
are not just as worthy of the pro- 
paganda label. Recent issues of 
Scientific Americanhave shown that 
the necessity of meat and milk has 
been greatly exaggerated in the 
“food pyramid” charts—developed 
with-the aid, of course, of meat and 
milk industries. 

As a side note, the Okinawans of 
Japan are even more renowned for 
their longevity, and their diet con- 
sists of little more than vegetables 
and a weekly meal of fish. The death 
rate among southern Indians has 
more to do with sanitation than 
diet. 

Now. who's spreading propa- 
ganda? 


ANDREW MILLER 
BEd 


processed entirely by the Students’ 
Union. APIRG receives our financial 
disbursement only after students 
have hadthe opportunity to opt out. 
We do not have any control over the 
timing or availability of the refund 
cheques. 

That said, we are sorry to hear 
that Tanisha experienced such diffi- 
culty in trying to pick up her opt-out 
cheque. As a democratic organiza- 
tion, APIRG supports the right of 
students to opt out of the APIRG fee 
for financial or ideological reasons. 
As this is only our first year of opera- 
tions, we plan to straighten out any 
problems so that the opt-out pro- 
cess is as easy as possible for stu- 
dents in future years. 

We encourage any students who 
have concerns about APIRG or the 
opt-out process to bring them to 
our attention. 


ROSE YEWCHUK 
Coordinator, APIRG 


CHERIE KLASSEN 
Administrator, APIRG 


Smith implicates self 
in opt-out difficulties 


| must respond to Tanisha Tetz’s 
letter regarding the availability of 
money for the APIRG opt-out. While 
it is true that the opt-out money 
was a little bit late—due exclusively 
to my own incompetence, and in 
no way attributable to APIRG—it 
is available as of 25 March in SUB 
2-900. 

Sorry for the delay. 


STEVE SMITH 
VP (Operations & Finance) 
Students’ Union 


APIRG sorry about 
opt-out difficulties 


We would like to clarify a few 
points in response to Tanisha Tetz’s 
concerns about her APIRG fee refund 
(“APIRG seems stingy with the 
dough,” 27 March). Each term, stu- 
dents have up to two months to 
submit their opt-out forms. After 
the deadline (28 February this term), 
APIRG delivers the forms to the 
Students’ Union. 

The opt-out cheques are then 


Letters to the editor should be 
dropped off at room 3-04 of the 
Students’Union Building, or e-mailed to 
managing @gateway.ualbertaca. 

The Gateway reserves the right to 
edit letters for length and clarity, and to 
refuse publication of any letter it deems 
racist, sexist, libelous, or otherwise hate- 
fulinnature. 

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
includethename,studentidentification 
number, program, and year of study of 
the author,to be considered for publica- 
tion. a iaded 


THE GATEWAY «+ volume XCI number 45 


OPINION 
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A night at the strippers betrays an ugly, empty sexuality 


ANTHONY 


After 22 years of feminism, conven- 
tional sexual ethics, and other tools 
to make me into a boy who respects 
women, I saw my first live pussy last 
week. 

Actually, in the period of three 
hours, I went from seeing my first 
vulva to my fourth, to never wanting 
to see one ever again. My friend invited 
me to a strip club, and always one for 
an adventure, I went along. 

Before I entered the establishment, 
I thought no one was exploited when 
women took their clothes off, that 
everything was slightly naughty but 
not necessarily immoral, that it was 
not something I would like to do, 
but something that I did not object 
to if others did. I thought it was a 
viable way for women to gain eco- 


nomic power. 

British author Camille Paglia called 
exotic dancers “pagan goddesses,” and 
I believed her. I made fun of the 
Jesus freaks who talked about a por- 
nography addiction and felt sorry for 
people who thought it was exploita- 
tion, thinking they had cobwebs up 
their cunts. 

Now that I’ve seen the other side, 
I've changed my mind. The women 
take their clothes off, and the men 
pay for the privilege. That I expected. 
What I didn’t expect was how creepy 
and ugly the whole enterprise is. 
Ugly in an aesthetic sense: tacky neon 
on the stage; chairs bought cheap 
from the same places as chain res- 
taurants; stained carpets; overpriced, 
badly mixed drinks and an odour of 
stale beer; and lasting cigarette smoke. 
All this was evident before the dancers 
started. 

Now, I wasn’t expecting much in 
the way of dancing, and sure, some 
of them had acrobatics, but mostly the 
routines consisted of a women crawl- 
ing on all fours to each clump of men 
in succession, then offering her gen- 


itals to have loonies thrown at it. I 
use the word “women” loosely: they 
had shaved every hair they could, they 
dyed what they didn’t shave, and their 
breasts were as fake as their plastic 
and polyester costumes. The women 
were performing their gender like 
drag queens, but without the self 
awareness. 

So, instead of realizing how absurd 
and tawdry the enterprise was, dozens 
of men were hooting and hollering 
like five-year-olds at Disneyland. The 
women were exploited for their post- 
human flesh carriages but the men 
were exploited by their refusal to real- 
ize the authentic. No one had any sense 
of irony, and no one had any critical 
distance, though I’m sure that’s hard 
to achieve with an aching hard-on and 
no release. 

The end of the night made me 
wonder about the lack of authenticity 
even more. There is an old cliché, 
“Every boy thinks he can go home 
with the waitress,” and it should be 
amended to, “Every boy thinks the 
stripper loves him after a lap dance.” 
Hearing the conversation in the cab 


on the way home, lubricated by liquor 
and testosterone, proved that point. My 
friend gota lap dance, the dancer called 
him sweetie, and he was convinced 
that they could run away together. 


Now that I've seen 
the other side, I've 
changed my mind. 
The women take 
their clothes off, and 
the men pay for the 
privilege. That I 
expected. What I 
didn’t expect was how 
creepy and ugly the 
whole enterprise is. 


The whole evening, topped off by 
this delusion, has moved me away 
from my pro-porn position. I have 
written porn for money, I have read 
theory about porn, I have consumed 


porn in many varieties from the age of 
twelve onward. I have tastes in porn 
like I have tastes in music or magazines 
or art. I didn’t think it was harmful, 
but after seeing women exposed and 
the resultant delusion afterwards, porn 
is the same thing, just more dehuman- 
izing. People talk about the money 
as liberating, but although it’s seem- 
ingly the only job in the world where 
women make more than men, is it 
still healthy if it requires them to be 
degraded, even if it’s consensual? Is 
this not a continuation of the exploita- 
tion of a human's body, and the work 
they do with that body? 

This doesn’t mean I’m advocating 
burning penthouses and forcing 
everyone to dress like the Amish. 
I think sexuality is such a massive 
part of humanity’s life, and should 
be depicted in all its forms. But those 
depictions need to be authentic or 
true. Porn is physical, joyless, boring 
and, worst of all, banal. The artifice 
of it strips us of our central humanity, 
and makes people into fuckbots. So 
did that Monday night, and this scares 
me. 


The real terrorists come from a land down under 


ADAM 
HOUSTON 


Most of us don’t take much notice of 
Australia. We imagine a place where 
people wear big hats. and listen to 
AC/DC, sort of like Hinton, only 
with wallabies. But our collective 
ambivalence as Canadians may be 
our downfall. We Canucks have been 
concentrating so much on not being 
Americanized that we've left the back 
door—the outback door, if you will— 
wide open. 

Look around campus. It seems like 
you can hardly spill your coffee all over 
someone without receiving a boister- 
ous “No worries!” in response. Let’s 
face it, no normal person would be 
that tolerant. And if you really think 
about it, every time something bad 
happens to us, Australia is always con- 
veniently tucked away on the other 
side of the world. Every time. That’s 
a little too convenient if you ask 
me. We've been complacent about the 
Aussie menace ever since fending off 
their hordes of Russell Mulcahys and 
INXSs in the 1980s. This time will 
be worse; the snaggle-tooth scofflaws 


are no doubt in cahoots with New 
Zealand. Don’t even get me started on 
those shifty Kiwis. Suffice it to say that 
New Zealand is where Australia used 
to ship all of their convicts. 

Consider the facts: Men at Work have 
been to town at least three times in the 
past five years. Outback Steakhouses 
are proliferating like Booster Juice 
outlets. Savage Garden back-catalogue 
sales are at an all time high. 


We Canucks have 
been concentrating so 
much on not being 
Americanized that 
we've left the back 
door—the outback 
door, if you will— 
wide open. 


Those wily downunderites have 
refurbished and reupholstered Kylie 
Minogue after a ten-year absence, and 
lord knows what sort of upgrades they 
have planned for Olivia Newton-John, 
once they decide the hostilities should 
get physical, physical. 

Now that the long dormant 
Crocodile Dundee has finally made 
it to Los Angeles, how long can it 
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be, presuming he plans to proceed 
in a strictly alphabetical fashion, until 
Medicine Hat is crushed under his 
leathery fist? 

Indeed, they've been infiltrating our 
highest Hollywood ranks for years. 
Mel we could handle; as long as other 
imports were restricted to the likes of 
Yahoo Serious and Sam Neill—who 
nobody could possibly find attrac- 
tive—we were OK. But now Russell 
Crowe? Heath Ledger? Hugh Jackman? 
Eric Bana? Guy Pearce? Soon they'll 
breed with our most attractive sheilas, 
condemning the rest of us to a life of 
drudgery and toil in their eucalyptus 
mines. And there’s more. Notice how 
Nicole Kidman has suddenly become 
a “good” actress? Plus what's with this 
Mad Max 4 business? They told us we 
didn’t need another hero, yet here he 
is. Something’s going on, and I’m will- 
ing to bet that it involves a dastardly 
scheme to remake our gracious Queen 
in the visage of Dame Edna Everage. 

But what do they want from us? 
It’s cold here, there aren’t any danger- 
ous snakes to poke, and Rolf Harris 
appearances are few and far between. 
Still, who can fathom the cunning 
Australiapithicean mind? No doubt it 
won't be quick and painless; they'll 
have.their cunning little tendrils pen- 
etrating every orifice of the Canadian 
identity before they take the final step, 
whatever that may be. In place of 


the noble beaver, we'll be saluting 
the result of some hideous bio-genetic 
experiment, some freak of un-nature 
like the platypus or the Bush-Tucker 
Man. No longer will we be free to gar- 
nish our pancakes with delicious maple 
syrup; instead, we'll be distilling lep- 
rosy into a jar and calling it Vegemite. 
We'll all have to go to Midnight 
Oil concerts and drive Subarus. And 
instead. of standing proud and tall, 
belting out our true patriot love to 


our home and native land, we'll be 
warbling about swagmen who camp 
by billabongs, without knowing what 
either of those words mean. 

So next time you want to throw 
another shrimp on the barbie to wel- 
come our Australian “guests,” stop. and 
think for a minute. Do you want to 
live in a world where every day is a 
Kangaroo Jack-esque escapade? 

Is that what you want for your chil- 
dren? I didgeridon’t think so. 


poveaeanie’ TOP TEN 


Little known facts about DonaldRumsfeld 


10. Once had the military drop a bunker buster in back yard so he didn’t 


have to dig hole for his pool. 


9 \|sanofficial member of the Axis of Brylcreem. 

8 Favourite pastime is putting on a cowboy hat and forcing Colin 
Powell to give him horsey rides. 

7 \fyouremoved the parts of him that are contempt and condescen- 


sion he'd be three inches tall. 


6 Doesahilarious impersonation of a ventriloquist dummy, even when 


he’s not working. 


5 Looks cute as a button in corduroy overalls. 
4 Played Officer Sweetchuck in the Police Academy movies. 
3. |sin that small minority of people who prefer DJ Jazzy Jeff over the 


Fresh Prince. 


2 His face makes a hideous creaking sound when he smiles, which is 
why his face rarely makes a hideous creaking sound. 

1 His most important unofficial duty is to prance into the Oval Office 
wearing a jester’s outfit while holding a mirror full of blow whenever 
Dubya demands a “rum’n’ coke.” 


Bettiria Lott 
Pearl Nijjar 


$175 Tuesday Special 


ONLY THE UNEDUCATED 
PAY MORE! ayctr¢ 


Fur, Friendly, Morden 
Now Playing www.cinemacity. 


go $275 $325 
jatinees After 6PM Fri/Sat 


$ 
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Admissions 


“ep For $3 
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no reproductions-no cash value 
valid anytime-2 admissions per coupon 


48 Two 
$7 = Medium Drinks 

+ TAX One 
Large Popcorn 


EXPIRES April 24, 2003 
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TEACH ENGLISH IN SOUTH KOREA! 


www.seoulsearchers.com 


* One year contract. 

* Teach in metropolitan Seoul. 

* Salary of 1,900,000 to 2,100,000 Won/month, depending on 
experience. (Equivalent to $2450-$2600 Cdn./month.) 

* Accomodations provided and paid for by school. 

» Airfare reimbursed or paid for depending on contract. 

* One month's bonus salary upon completion of contract. 

* Teaching curriculum and materials provided. 


In order to qualify for one of the available positions, you must have a completed 
Bachelor's Degree in any discipline. A valid passport is also required. 


JUSG IN Case 


Bon Voyage 
Gravel insurance 


= Comprehensive, yet inexpensive 


- For more info, contact us at: www.seoulsearchers.com 
*email: zach@albertamail.com * tel: (780) 619-2386 


= Medical/Personal Accident, Trip Cancellation, 
and Baggage coverage available 

= Designed specifically with students’ needs in mind 

= Available exclusively at Travel CUTS 


Smart travellers have 
BON 2: VOYAGE 
eu 


travel insurance... just in case. 


and operated by the Canadian Federation of Students. 


Terms and conditions apply Sig m@UABm Emel ier 


Students’ Union Building 
492-2592 


22 TRAVEL CUTS 


See the world your way 


www.travelcuts.com 


Hot Breakfast &4_unch, aa j 


| 


\wraps, salads & desserts 
J 


is All ger and catering info ion may be obtained at: 
| 5; ephone (voice mail) 492-2090 
e-mail: lexpress@su.ualberta.ca 
www.su.ualberta.ca/lexpress 
Located in SUB Foodcourt 
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Some greeting cards stink of stereotype 


SABREENA 
DELHON 


Oh Hallmark. How I love to give 
your specifically-titled cards to inap- 
propriate recipients. Why, I even enjoy 
receiving mismatched greetings, such 
as the card intended for a “Special Boy 
on Easter” I enjoyed on my birthday 
oh-so-many years ago, a thoughtful 
of hae from two very good friends 
indeed. 

It seems the way I, and people 
like me, deal with the stringent and 
rigid obligations surrounding celebra- 
tory greetings is to innocently mix up 
the messages. It’s not like you just can’t 
send the card or just acknowledge the 
day, sans paper or electronic cards. 
That’s nonsense, non-conformist and 
non-comunittal. 

While perusing the Hallmark web- 
site, eagerly waiting for a clever 
birthday e-card to pop out at me, 
I came across a selection entitled 
“Mahogany.” If it was a clever play on 
the McCartney/Wonder classic “Ebony 
& Ivory,” I do not know, but I can 
assume the card was part of a series 
attempting to reaching out to the 
“ethnic” market. 


The Flash imagery, flanked with 
soothing music and mellifluous text, 
featured an animated woman I imag- 
ine was intended to look earthy, ethnic 
and a variety of other words used to 
describe the African woman stereo- 
type. I gathered that her dread-locked 
hair and dark skin, along with the 
steady beat in the background were 
meagre attempts at authenticity. 


Upon viewing the 

card I was left feeling 
rather confused. 

Did “Mahogany” 

mean that only 
“Mahogany” people 
could send it? 

View it? Understand it? 


Upon viewing the card I was left feel- 
ing rather confused. Did “Mahogany” 
mean that only “Mahogany” people 
could send it? View it? Understand it? 
If so, what exactly were the criteria for 
this category? My skin colour could 
pass the test but—oh darn, there goes 
that cultural background getting in 
the way of my sending e-cards again! 
Who knew there were such implied 
restrictions? 

I checked out a few other categories 


such as “Romance” and “Friendship” 
for more “Mahogany” greetings and 
recognized the same basic pattern. At 
this point I had progressed beyond 
confused and had attained annoyance. 
For some reason I could not make light 
of these ridiculous greetings by, say, 
sending them to my Polish friend. I 
just could not get past how much they 
bothered me. 

They didn’t include racial slurs of 
any kind, but as I sat in my in base- 
ment, barely visible under a pile 
of notebooks and texts, there was 
my monitor smugly, subtlety per- 
forming an act of racial profiling dis- 
guised as something with “groove” 
and “funk.” 

Perhaps what frustrates me most is 
that we've not come far enough to 
abolish racial stereotypes. We are not 
beyond the need to categorize, and 
our progress of human acceptance is 
currently at the “disguise” level. I can 
hear the Hallmark executives now, 
talking in their slick greeting card 
rhymes: 

Just disguise the racism as a happy 
card that’s on the move 

Where a woman with dreadlocks 
talks about her groove! 

Subtle, patronizing racism is still 
racism. I know I'd be right pissed if 
someone sent me an e-card featuring 
a man with a turban driving a cab. 
Heaven forbid if Hallmark’s next mar- 
keting venture extends to “Curry.” 


Anti-war protestors are a nasty bunch 


COLIN 
BELL 


Like most of you, I’ve been keeping 
an eye on the news to stay informed 
about the war in Iraq, and the images 
are bright, rapid, and certainly nifty to 
watch. 

We are the first generation with 
the dubious privilege of watching a 
war in real time, something relatively 
unknown to anybody else before, 
unless they were direct participants. 
We have also been able to watch the 
response to the invasion all around the 
world, and this has fascinated me. I 
really enjoyed watching the antics of 


#) peace activists the world over as they 


behave like a bunch of five-year-olds 
who've been told they aren't going to 
get any dessert. 

Don't get me wrong. I have friends 
who are protesting, and I can respect 
what they believe in, but that doesn’t 
excuse the behaviour of the anti-war 
lobby. They’re coming across like 
a pack of camera-hungry hooligans 
determined to force their opinions on 
the world through any means neces- 
sary. 

Let's take a look at the phenomenon 
of anti-war protesters. 

First, they claim they love peace and 
hate violence, but the news services 
are carrying stories about protesters 


who have turned ugly and attacked 
police. Demonstrators in Montréal 
and Halifax have been arrested for 
attacking police, and the BBC has 
reported on violent demonstrations in 
Amman, Hamburg, Khartoum, Cairo 
and Senegal that saw the police using 
water cannons to stop angry mobs. 
For people who hate war, they sure are 
quick to throw the first stone and then 
drivel on about how much they love 
life. 


Don't get me wrong. 

I have friends who 
are protesting, 

and I can respect 
what they believe in, 
but that doesn't 
excuse the behaviour 
of the anti-war lobby. 


Second, they're not very open- 
minded, are they? In fact, I'd wager 
they have no interest in listening to 
anybody else's opinions; you're either 
with them, or you're with the war- 
mongers. That’s familiar too, isn’t it? 

Third, these protesters certainly love 
the media. Don’t they? They definitely 
like to act rambunctiously in front 
of cameras, video and otherwise. If 
there’s a camera nearby these days, 
you can rest assured that a mob of 
angry peace activists will be in the 
area, ready to hurl bricks and love at 


the police who are trying to keep the 
rest of us safe. Did anybody else see 
the footage this week of “peaceful” 
protesters in Vancouver angrily charg- 
ing a police line and behaving like a 
pack of football hooligans? 

So let’s recap. Protesters are willing 
to use force to get their way, they are 
intolerant of other ideas and beliefs, 
and they like to hold rallies with the 
media watching so they can advance 
their political agenda. 

And Canadian activists obviously 
find more value protesting events far 
from home that attract greater media 
attention than our silly little domestic 
problems. After all, why should they 
be expected to protest the homeless 
problem in Canada when there are 
so many homeless people in Iraq and 
Afghanistan? 

We all know protesting the condi- 
tions in Palestinian refugee camps is 
much more fulfilling than drawing 
attention to the appalling conditions 
that the First Nations people of Canada 
endure. I guess I’m just one of those 
people who believes that before you 
tell the rest of the world how to 
behave, you should clean up your own 
little corner of it. 

If these protestors believe so strongly 
in improving the state of the world, 
why do they have to go halfway 
around the world to do it? There are 
many problems in Canada that have 
to be addressed first, but I suppose 
it’s much more thrilling to protest a 
war in front of a camera than it is to 
actually help people in your own 
country. 


Gain valuable 
skills through 50 


Sexual Assault Centre 


hrs of training 


UNIVE ROS TIO OF Al Be a A 


Want to make a difference? Volunteer! 


Females and 
males welcome 


Pick an application now at 2-705 SUB for September 
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assistance: We even provide a 30-day or 2,500 km no-hassle 
exchange privilege: All backed by General Motors. So come 
into an Optimum Dealership today, and take a good close 
look at one of our choice vehicles. You'll like what you see. 


lf we could, we would. 


You're not the only one who's picky about used vehicles. At GM Optimum we pore over each one 
of our previously owned vehicles inside and out with a gruelling 150-point inspection. It’s specifically 
designed to ensure that every customer gets a quality pre-owned vehicle. And, as if that weren’‘t 
enough, we stand behind every one of them with a manufacturer's warranty” and roadside 


MANUFACTURER'S WARRANTY 


24-HOUR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 


‘For more information and details on limitations visit optimum.gmcanada.com or call 1-800-GM-DRIVE. 


Ey 


Optimum 
USED VEHICLES 
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April To ol’ Parl Aartin 


Breed Gov's,. 


April Fool’s Day began in the sixteenth century when Pope Gregory XII declared The Canadian dollar took « beating of 
reported that Finance Minister Paul Mo . 
government to breed “prize Charolais cat. 
1 January. Many people abroad didn’t believe the change was accurate or didn’t hear of the news and so Martin wanted to “retire to a quieter lifeo. 
exit would rock the Canadian Governme: 
with the Canadian dollar to stabilize it oy 


the Gregorian calendar was, to replace the old Julian calendar, which moved New Year’s Day from 1 April to 


continued to celebrate the New Year on 1 April while others played tricks on those refusing the new calendar 
dates. They would send them on “fool's errands” or try to trick them into believing false stories were true. The 


tradition has carried on over the years and the tricks became more elaborate and convincing than ever. Praying Despite the fact the story included links to, 
Fool’s Day” across the screen, thousands 


dollar sunk to a one-month low losing sex: : 
Today, the Gateway looks back at some of the best hoaxes of all time and reminds you, no matter where you are on the next day when it was declared a hoo 


on the naivety of the world, thousands of outlandish pranks have been pulled off for the sake of a good joke. 


1 April if you aren't careful someone might be making a fool of you. 


The Taco Liberty Bel - 446 


On 1 April 1996, Taco Bell bought a full-page ad in the New York Times and four other major daily 
newspapers announcing to the dismay of Historians and to the pleasure of refried beans lovers that they had 
purchased the American Liberty Bell. The story was picked up by NBC’s Nightly News, The Today Show, 
and CBS's This Morning and subsequently climbed to the front page of USA Today. A prank press release 
stating the Taco Bell corporation was trying to “do their part to reduce the country’s debt” and go “one step 
further by purchasing one of the country’s greatest historic treasures” made its way across national news 
wires. They even included a fact sheet pointing out the Liberty bell weighed the same as 11 093 tacos (2080 
lbs) and would take 5376 packets of hot sauce to fill up. Still, few clued into the fact the entire affair was 
fictional. 


In the end, 650 print outlets and 400 TV broadcasts had covered the story, exposing an estimated 70 million 
Americans to the joke. The National Historic Park in Philadelphia, where the Liberty Bell is displayed, was 
swamped with thousands of phone calls from hysteric victims of the prank. Taco Bell kept the gag going until 


noon the next day when they finally announced the ads were a practical joke. By that time, however, the 
story had gone so far, their sales increased by $500 000 1 April and by $600 000 2 April. 


White House press secretary Mike McCurry responded to the outlandish event stating that the US 
government also planned to “sell the Lincoln Memorial to Ford Motor Company and rename it the Lincoln- 
Mercury Memorial.” 


Ley t-tanded Whopper co (PGS z 


A press release from Burger King baffled the United States when it announced the introduction 
of a left-handed Whopper targeted at the 13 per cent of the American population who are left- 
handed. 


“America’s most-preferred premium hamburger will feature the trademark build of lettuce, tomato, 
onions, pickles, mayonnaise, ketchup and 4-ounce flame-broiled hamburger patty, but the newly 
designed sandwich has been re-engineered to fit more comfortably in the left hand, thereby 
reducing condiment ‘spills’ for left-handed hamburger lovers.” They went on to explain their 
re-engineering would simply mean rotating all the condiments on the broiled burgers 180 degrees, 
“thereby redistributing the weight of the sandwich” so it would not be so sloppy for the left- 
handed. 


Burger King took out a full-page ad in USA Today and the scandal resulted in thousands of 
customers going into restaurants to request the new sandwich. In a follow-up release the next day, 
Burger King announced that, along with those interested in the lefty meal were “many others [who] 
requested their own ‘right-handed’ version.” 


THE GATEWAY + volume XCI number 45 


PEATURE 


Text by 


1 <nown Canadian political website, bourque.org, 
0 5 planning to resign from his position in the 

andsome | r ducks.” The site reported 
0 limelight” and that it was expected his sudden 
» ank of Canada has said it is ready to intervene 
1 arkets if necessary,” wrote the pranksters. 


0; of ducks and a page that scrolled “Happy April 
sy adled into believing it. As a result, the Canadian 
«son the day and failing to re-gain ground until 
1 minister's office officially denied the rumour. 


Panorama, a reputable British news show, announced on April Fool’s that a bumper spaghetti 
harvest in southern Switzerland was being enjoyed due to an unusually mild winter in the region. 
The broadcast went on to describe how “the virtual disappearance of the spaghetti weevil, the tiny 


creature whose depredations have caused much concern in the past,” had also aided in making this 
the best year for pasta ever. 


At the time, spaghetti was considered to be quite an exotic dish and was not widely eaten in 
Britain, so when images of trees growing pasta and rural families collecting it into baskets aired, 
the nation was duped. The announcers described how the Swiss platoons were smaller than those 
of tremendous scale in Italy and had perfected the uniform length of the pasta after “many years of 
patient endeavour by past breeders who succeeded in producing the perfect spaghetti.” They went 
on to outline the picking process and how Swiss families laid out each individual strand to dry in 
the warm Alpine air. 


In the fallout of the prank, the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) was flooded with callers 
inquiring how to grown their own spaghetti tree. The BBC would reply by telling viewers to “place 
a sprig of spaghetti in a tin of tomato sauce and hope for the best.” It was one of the first hoaxes to 
use the television to pull a gag on a nation. 


IES mee a 
OIGG TiNCH = MS 


“He's a pitcher, part yogi and part recluse. Impressively liberated from our opulent life-style, Sidd’s 
deciding about yoga—and his future in baseball,” wrote journalist George Plimpton in the 1985 
Sports Illustrated. The first letters of that introduction spelled out Happy April Fool’s Day but the 
article made fools of a tremendously sized audience. 


The feature-length story profiled a 28-year-old rookie pitcher who had been raised in an 
orphanage, adopted by an archaeologist (who was later killed in the Dhaulaghlri mountains of 
Nepal after a tragic plane accident), and attended school at Harvard. An interview with his old 
Harvard roommate explained one day Finch just packed up and left, taking’ “the little rug, the horn, 
the staff” and even a “long kind of shepherd’s crook.” He was said to leave only an unsolvable Zen 
koan puzzle about a goose living in a bottle. Finch allegedly moved to Tibet to learn “the art of the 
pitch” with fantastic training under the “great poet-saint Lama Milaraspa” who trained him in siddhi, 
the yogic mastery of mind-body. His fantastical story ended with the New York Mets attempting to 
draft him for his pitch that was reported to fly at over 168mph with perfect accuracy. 


Finch was depicted in photographs as a “pretzel gone loony,” wearing a hiking boot on his left foot 
and leaving his other foot bare. Over 2000 letters were received by Sports Illustrated from readers, 
and fans. Another baseball team in Maine, which the story named as being Finch’s old AAA farm 
team, even attempted to invite Finch to their annual banquet and were sent a letter reading, “the 
challenge is reaching the Eightfold Path of right belief or the ninth inning with the proper relief. May 
é you have peace of mind.” On 8 April the publication announced Finch would not be pursuing a career 
y with the Mets and it wasn’t until 15 April that they came out admitting the entire affair was a prank. 
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Sports shorts 


A quick and global glimpse 
at the world of sport 


2002-2003 U of A varsity results 
Gold 


Pandas Rugby 
Pandas Hockey 


FILE PHOTO: SHAWN BENBOW 


Silver 
Pandas Soccer 
Bears Volleyball 


Bronze 

Bears Cross-Country 
Bears Hockey 
Pandas Volleyball 


Canada West Conference Titles 
Pandas Rugby 

Pandas Hockey 

Bears Hockey 

Pandas Volleyball 


SARS 

SARS, the deadly respiratory disease currently sweep- 
ing the globe, has interrupted its first sporting event. 
The International Ice Hockey Federation's women’s 
world hockey tournament, which was to be held in 
Beijing, was cancelled. A ten-day quarantine has been 
called in Ontario for people who have visited hospi- 
tals where the disease has been spread. 


SARS AND SABRES 

Two Buffalo Sabres have had their seasons cut short 
after visiting with an employee of a hospital in 
Ontario where there was a SARS outbreak. Defenders 
Rhett Warrener and Brian Campbell have voluntarily 
quarantined themselves for the ten-day period sug- 
gested for all persons exposed to the mysterious dis- 
ease. The pair were visited by a relative of Cambpell’s 
at the apartment they share. No signs of the disease 
have been exhibited by either player. 


CHERRY PICKIN’ 

Don Cherry, now infamous for his pro-American 
remarks on a 22 March “Coach’s Corner” segment 
on CBC’s Hockey Night in Canada, refuses to back 
down, saying “I was always proud of Canada, but this 
here is an embarrassment.” Calling the Canadian 
media “totally left-wing,” Cherry claims that ordi- 
nary Canadians praised his remarks. 


BUSH-LEAGUE BASEBALL 

George W Bush was asked to christen the Cincinnati 
Reds’ new ballpark, Great American Bullpark, Monday 
by tossing out the ceremonial first pitch. Bush 
declined, though his father, former US President 
George Bush, filled in. 


BLUE JAYS POOP ON NEW YORK 

To advertise for their season opener against the 
Yankees, the Jays have plastered a photo of a Yanks 
hat splotched with bird droppings all over Toronto. 
Sure helps our Canada-US relations, don't it? 


THOSE PESKY TEXANS 

Sunday, the Texas Longhorns beat Michigan State 
85-76 in the NCAA's South Regional final for their 
first berth to the Final Four since 1947. TJ Ford led 
the Longhorns with 19 points on the day. 


SLAMMIN’ BRITS 

England slammed Ireland 42—6 for their first Grand 
Slam in eight years. Some are calling this English 
rugby squad the best the nation has ever assem- 
bled. 


CHRIS WONG 


The U of A cheer team pay their costs, like trips to nationals (2002 shown above), largely from their own pockets. 


Cheerleading on the rise 


Working as hard as any U of A varsity team, the cheer squad is looking to raise its profile 


JOEL CHURY 
Sports Writer 


Cheerleaders and mascots can be found at many 
sporting events around the world, but cheerlead- 
ing as a sport itself is widely neglected. 

Slowly fading is the stereotype of cheerleaders 
as simply eye candy for sports fans. Cheerleading 
is a highly demanding sport that requires intense 
athleticism and control. 

The University of Alberta cheer team, once 
much more prolific than now, has been making 
a quiet comeback onto the CIS scene. Operating 
without the support of the U of A athletics depart- 
ment, the team has had to raise its own funds for 
competitions and necessary travel costs. 

“We did some fundraising this year; however, 
it wasn't as successful as we had hoped. The com- 
petitions were paid for mostly out of our pock- 
ets,” said Kelly Janssen, team member and Harry 
Ainlay Provincial Championship team alumnus. 
“When you come to the University age, selling 
chocolates is not exactly a good way to raise 
money.” 

Despite their lack of financial support, the 
team was able to finish fourth at the “Best of 


the West” competition in Vancouver, and also 
competed for the first time in Toronto at the 
Canadian University Nationals, finishing twelfth. 
The Nationals are privately sponsored and invite 
universities to send their club teams to compete. 
Alberta currently sports a 23-member squad 
that is entirely female. The team holds practices 
twice a week on top of workouts. 
“We see cheerleading as a sport,” said Janssen. 
“Tt is important to be a well-rounded athlete. 
Because it’s an all-girls team, strength is key to 
any kind of successful stunting.” The team has 
three-times-weekly cardiovascular and muscular 
endurance sessions to keep on top of their game. 
In addition to their practices, workout pro- 
gram and competitions, the team supports the 
university’s sports teams. Without any obliga- 
tion to the athletics department, the cheer team 
was a mainstay for the Bears football team at 
Foote Field home games, as well as for the 
men’s basketball team. “We are primarily a 
competition team. However, we do feel that it is 
important to support university athletics,” said 
Janssen. 
The addition of their presence to home games 
adds to the atmosphere of the venue. The team 


members are also willing ambassadors for the 
University, and they perform at various com- 
munity functions, including the Klondike Days 
parade, and the Chancellor’s Cup charity golf 
tournament. 

The team is always looking for new members. 
“Our team has a combination of ex-dancers, and 
ex-gymnasts who have been competitive at one 
time but are in University now,” said Janssen. 

Not all members come from the same back- 
ground though. More stress is placed on ath- 
leticism than experience. “We're particularly 
interested in tumblers and male athletes, but 
anyone with any sort of athletics experience is 
more than welcome to come and find out more 
about us,” added Janssen. 

Led by coaches Kim Fiissel and Michelle Keylor, 
the team hopes to increase its member base 
for next year, and to maybe teach some more 
advanced skills along the way. The scariest look- 
ing moves are the pyramids, but Janssen insists 
that they are the not the most difficult stunts. 
“Individual stunts are the hardest,” she said. “You 
have to get the basics down before you can con- 
nect them. Once you have the individual stunts, 
connecting them is no problem.” 


Women in sports challenge stereotypes 


MARSHA OSTROVSKY 
The Fulcrum 


OTTAWA (CUP) — Hayley Wickenheiser, 
Waneek Horn-Miller and Venus Williams are 
star athletes with one important thing in com- 
mon—they are challenging the traditional view 
of females being inferior to their male counter- 
parts in sports. 

“Women excelling in sport challenges the most 
basic gender stereotype in our society. ... The ste- 
reotype that they're passive, weak, cooperative 
and not aggressive—that they're not strong and 
they can’t take pain,” said Katherine Trevenen, 
professor of women’s studies at the University of 
Ottawa. 

On 20-21 February, over 120 female high 
school students attended the “Future on Women 
in Sports” symposium at the University of Ottawa, 
held to discuss the future of women in sports. 

“Through the two days, girls were given case 
studies for issues that women might face in 
sports,” said Loes Dewit, a fourth-year education 
student who helped organize the symposium as 
part of her co-op placement. 

An impressive roster of female coaches, pro- 
fessional athletes and sports officials attended 
the symposium. Discussion ranged from the dis- 
proportionate amount of media coverage Anna 
Kournikova receives, to Hayley Wickenheiser 
playing on a men’s hockey team, to how the 
Ladies Professional Golf Association hosted a 
workshop for female golfers, advising them on 
what clothes to wear and how much makeup to 


put on. 

Eating disorders was another hot topic of con- 
versation. 

“Specifically, the other thing we have to think 
about is that girls and women have a higher per- 
centage of eating disorders and problems with 
food, and one of the things that sport encourages 
is that being strong and healthy are good things,” 
said Trevenen. 

The stereotype of women’s role in sport is not 
only perpetuated by men, but also by women. 
In today’s society, photographers chase athletes 
such as Kournikova simply for being attractive. 
This leaves women walking a fine line between 
promoting their sport based on athletic merit 
and being marketed to the masses for their sex 
appeal. 

Horn-Miller, co-captain of the Canadian wom- 
en’s water polo team, raised eyebrows when 
she posed nude on the cover of Time magazine 
before heading to the Sydney Olympics in 2000. 

“I wanted to challenge the idea that if a 
woman is naked, it’s necessarily linked to sexu- 
ality. ... Women are portrayed differently in the 
media—a picture or text will emphasize some- 
thing feminine about them,” said Karin Henri, 
a University of Ottawa student in the School of 
Human Kinetics and Women’s Studies who stud- 
ied the controversial photo as part of her Master's 
degree program. 

According to Henri, Horn-Miller, a Mohawk 
native, posed nude not out of a desire to stir 
controversy, but rather to serve as a role model 
for her community that is seriously under-repre- 


sented in all competitive sports. 

“My analysis of the picture was that there was 
nothing sexual,” said Henri. “It shows strength 
and determination and focus instead of a seduc- 
tive kind of pose or a submissive one.” 

As female athletes posing nude generates much 
heated debate, it shows that society still has far 
to go in accepting and celebrating women as ath- 
letes. 

“First, those stereotypes are marketed to us 
in pop culture and advertising. ... Capitalist soci- 
ety is invested in that stereotype,” said Trevenen. 
“Second, there’s a power structure reflected in 
those stereotypes that reinforces and perpetuates 
them.” 

By participating in traditionally testosterone- 
dominated sports like hockey, however, women 
are pushing the envelope, forcing society to rede- 
fine what it means to be a woman. Wickenheiser, 
the hockey player who led Team Canada wom- 
en’s hockey to a gold medal victory at the 2002 
Winter Games in Salt Lake City, is one of those 
changing the rules. 

“The women wear all this padding—they'e 
very tough. Focusing media attention on those 
women is a great thing,” said Trevenen. “It busts 
the idea that girls are too dainty to play hockey.” 

Increasing participation of girls and women 
in sport, along with a growing number of posi- 
tive role models, is slowly eroding gender stere0- 
types, to the benefit of both women and men. 

“For every girl who wants to play hockey; 
there's a boy who wants to do ballet,” said 
Trevenen. 
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SFU football player refuses to sign 


document, removed from team 


SCOTT WRIGHT 
The Peak 
BURNABY, BC (CUP) — Chris 


Giacomantonio has been kicked off 
Simon Fraser University’s (SFU) Clan 
football team because he is, as he 
calls it, “a conscientious dissenter of 
an improper contract and [the athletic 
department] didn’t know how to deal 
with it.” 

He has not been removed from the 
squad due to any improper behaviour, 
academic ineligibility, or even poor 
play, but has been asked to leave the 
team for his refusal to sign an agree- 
ment between athletes and the sports 
department at SFU. 

In the spring of 2002, four dialogue 
sessions were held with student-ath- 
letes, coaches, and athletics depart- 
ment staff. Accounts of these sessions 
vary between athletes and administra- 
tion. He claimed that the only change 
to the “Clan standard” was that an 
appeal procedure was added. 

Giacomantonio has a different take. 

Wilf. Wedmann, SFU’s. Athletics 
Director, said the dialogue sessions 
may have been lacking a proper con- 
clusion. The minutes from the meet- 
ings were released, but a final report 
never was. 

There is some disagreement as to 
whether a change was included in the 
2002 version of the “Clan standard” 
from the 2001 version. In a document 
that Wedmann explains as being an 
internal working discussion document 
rather than a policy document of the 
2001 “Clan standard,” it states: “A stu- 
dent-athlete’s eligibility will be termi- 
nated once they have completed twelve 
terms of attendance.” 

The 2002 version states: “A student- 
| athlete's eligibility will be terminated 
once they have completed ten terms of 
attendance.” 

While Wedmann argues that a change 
was never made and that the document 
only represents a “what if” discussion, 
Giacomantonio and other players were 
given the impression by departmental 


: STE! 
CHRIS GIACOMANTONIO, formerly of the Clan football team, contends that 


athletes are important to their universities only when they’re performing. 


staff that this document was indicative 
of the department's policy. He believes 
the athletes who signed the agreement 
agreed to the change from twelve 
semesters in which an athlete can com- 
pete for five years of eligibility, to ten 
semesters for the five years, without 
having the proper documentation given 
to them. This change means that if an 
athlete is hurt, or chooses to red-shirt, 
they still lose a year of athletic eligibility 
at SFU. Were they to transfer to another 
Canadian university, they would regain 
the year. 

“We said we don't want to sign 
this,” said Giacomantonio. “There’s 
no good reason for us to sign this. 
We're not management problems. 
We're not eligibility problems. We 
want to be treated like people. We 
want to talk about this. We don't 
want to be handed a contract. If it’s 
going to be a contract, we want to 
negotiate it, we want to understand 
where it’s coming from.” 

Wedmann. refused’ to. comment, 
saying, “This is a personal issue.” 

He did say, however, “All Clan stu- 
dent-athletes, if they wish to have the 
privilege of being part of the Clan, are 
required to sign a Clan student-athlete 


agreement. Just as our university has 
certain obligations students have to 
meet to be a member of the univer- 
sity, so too do our SFU Clan student- 
athletes.” 

One week after the season, 
Giacomantonio received an e-mail 
saying that he had not yet made his 
appeal and if he didn’t sign by that 
Monday he would be removed from 
the football team. 

He did not sign and has since been 
removed from the team. 

“All I ever wanted to do was talk 
about the issue, but they closed that 
door when they wouldn't meet with 
me,” he said. 

Giacomantonio’s predicament has 
brought attention to other issues within 
the department. 

“The larger issue of university ath- 
letics, and what we have to start real- 
izing, is that university athletics aren’t 
at all about the university athletes,” 
said Giacomantonio. “The university 
athletes are unimportant so long as 
they’re there. So long as they continue 
to perform.” 

“They're good when they perform, 
when they're not performing they're 
unimportant.” 


Director.” 


1 David Zeibin 
e Chair of the Board of Directors 


On behalf the Gateway Student Journalism Society, 


SPECIAL GENERAL 
STAFF MEETING 


This meeting is rather important, as the Gateway Student Journalism 
Society will be making slight alterations to its bylaws: 


1.We would like to increase the number of people on the Board of 
Directors from seven to nine. Quorum would be increased from five to 
six. The restrictions on who these people can be is yet to be decided. 

2. Currently, there is no formal procedure for removing delinquent board 
members. We would like to add a clause that would add the status of 

a director’s directorship to the agenda if he/she were absent for three 
consecutive meetings, or four in total. 

3. The Board would like to meet “at least once every six weeks” rather 
than the current “at least once per month.” 

4. Currently, the Students-at-Large who sit on the Editor-in-Chief hiring 
committee must be the Sal Directors. We would like this to change 

to “any Student-at-Large fitting the description for a Student-at-Large 


5-Hiring committees are currently expected to meet prior to all 
Interviews to “shortlist” candidates. There is no quorum specification. We 
would like quorum to be 50 per cent of the respective hiring committee. 


This meeting wil also elect Gateway representatives for the 2003-2004 
Board of Directors. Currently, this board requires one volunteer 
representative and one Gateway editor representative. 
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FOR GATEWAY 
CONTRIBUTORS 
WITH 3 OR MORE 
CONTRIBUTIONS 


THURSDAY, 

10 APRIL, 2003 

at 7PM in the 
GATEWAY OFFICES 


PVL Nutrients Labrada Nutrition Optimum Nutrition 


Prolab Nutrition « ISS Research ¢ Muscletech e EAS 


op G8 G°O?s © iVee owe 
av &° & Ge h #8 8 Ree 6 oe 
White : 
#180, 4211 - 106 Street, Edmonton, AB 


Ph: 462-4661 Fax: 462-2069 


* Off Regular Retail Price. 
Must present coupon at time of purchase. Offer expires: May 15/03 


Volunteer for TRAN 


International Student Fall Orientation 


Connectwith international students 


Internationalize your University of Alberta experience 
Learn intercultural communication and leadership skills 


> HUB Entrance 9101 % 780.492.2692 
P. 
a 


‘+ INTERNATIONALcentre_ 


www.international.ualberta.ca 


Contact the International Centre or 
enrique.chacon@ualberta.ca for more information 


SUBTitle< 


Buy, Sell or Consign Texts 


entertainment@gateway.ualberta.ca + tuesday, 1 april, 2003 


Irish Shakespeare staged at Studio 


The Plough and the Stars 

Directed by Michael Murdock 

Starring Adrienne Dalman, Cheryl Olson, Scott 
Olynek, Martin Happer, Erik Hildebrand, 

and Marcia Owen 

Studio Theatre 

Runs until Saturday, 5 April 


ADAM ROZENHART 
Entertainment Editor 


Imagine how different English literature would 
be if Shakespeare were an Irish nationalist. 

He might have written The Plough and the 
Stars, perhaps. However, the task fell to Sean 
O’Casey, an Irish Protestant who figured prom- 
inently in the Irish Labour Party and the 
Irish Citizen Army in the early 1900s. O’Casey 
became disillusioned with the middle-class lead- 
ership of the nationalist movement in Ireland, 
and then turned his attention to writing plays. 
Considered one of the premiere playwrights 
of the twentieth century, O’Casey staged The 
Plough and the Stars on the heels of his first two 
theatrical successes. 

The Plough and the Stars follows the lives of 
the residents of a tenement house in Dublin. 
On the eve of rebellion, the-working-class men 
and women of the house grapple with personal, 
social and political issues in the midst of a Dublin 
about to explode with violence. 

For Studio Theatre’s purposes, the Irish tene- 
ment house comprises a creative set that appears 
almost entirely modular while slides of Dublin 
fill in the background and piles of discarded 
belongings line the streets of the city. A trans- 
forming wooden backdrop is cleverly rearranged 
to create a bar, the outside of a building, and the 
inside of the tenement house. 

Within this re-creation, U of A BFA (Acting) 
students make up the Irish working class, and do 


A TOAST TO A FREE IRELAND Fluther Good (Martin Happer), Covey (Scott Olynek), and Jack Clitheroe (David MacInnes) raise their glasses. 


a good job of it, despite a few dodgy attempts 
at impersonating the Irish brogue. Though the 
accents don’t come naturally, the talent for acting 
certainly seems to; long, wordy rants and solilo- 
quies are well executed and humourous. 

The first half of the play, in fact, is most 
engaging, entertaining, and funny. It opens 
with Fluther Good (Martin Happer) listening 
to the gossip of Maggie Gogan (Cheryl Olson). 
The two are soon joined by four other residents: 
the short-fused Peter Flynn (Erik Hildebrand), 
young Marxist Covey (Scott Olynek), Nora 
Clitheroe (Amber McGrath), and her husband 


Jack Clitheroe (David MacInnis). The audience 
is treated to a glimpse into the simple lives of 
these Irish folk. Soon, however, there is word 
of rebellion, and these simple, working-class 
Irish mobilize. Some go to fight in the Irish 
Citizen Army, some expound on the virtues 
of an empowered proletariat, and some decry 
an Ireland under the control of England. The 
beginning of the Easter Uprising marks the end 
of the first act. 

In the second half, the action is a bit more 
intense. Unfortunately, this also means the dia- 
logue is more preachy; where before we were 


PHILIP HEAD 


treated to interesting speeches on Irish life, now 
the characters discuss what this uprising will 
mean for an Irish republic, and how immoral the 
war is.. Though the messages presented by the 
play are apt and absolutely timely, they are a grim 
reminder that art imitates life: However, some 
characters stay fresh and interesting throughout 
the play, and although the play is sometimes 
preachy and melodramatic, the actors’ perfor- 
mances are nonetheless stimulating. 
Melodrama, comedy, tragedy—perhaps there 
was a little bit of Shakespeare in Sean O’Casey. 
There certainly is in The Plough and the Stars. 


Hollywood saves the world and the Internet 


Cheesy lines and ridiculous 
plot twists permeate The Core 


The Core 

Directed ByJon Amiel 

Starring Aaron Eckhart, Stanley Tucci, 
Hilary Swank, Delroy Lindo, and DJ Qualls 
Now playing 


JAMES ELFORD 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


flame-thrower. 

Not surprisingly, there just happens to be a 
mad scientist (Delroy Lindo) who is working 
on an experimental machine that can dig into 
the earth. Thus Keyes and company (including 
Hilary Swank as the requisite love interest) are 
required to set off a number of nuclear explo- 
sions in the Earth’s core, as they're thrust into a 
wacky underground adventure of the kind not 
seen, thankfully, since Journey to the Centre of 
the Earth. 


Confronted by a world filled with war, pestilence, 
famine and a depressing economic outlook, it’s 
almost a relief to watch a typical Hollywood 
apocalypse scenario that is thankfully too unre- 
alistic to believe. Almost... but not quite. 

If being released at a time when many people 
are busy watching the military orgy on TV 
weren't bad enough, The Core also has to over- 
come the fact that its plot and dialogue compete 
to be the most laughably silly ever. 

The film is a string of contrivances held 
together by actors who are, for the most part, 
good enough that they should be ashamed for 
accepting their roles. But for some reason, the 
film is just bad enough to almost be worth 
watching. 

The basic premise: the dashing, young, bril- 
liant geophysicist Dr Josh Keyes (Aaron Eckhart) 
discovers that the earth’s core has stopped rotat- 
ing for some mysterious reason, leading to some 
wild and wacky disaster-movie-type problems. 
Of course, if they don’t get it started again, the 
world will end, as Keyes and the quasi-antagonist 
Dr Conrad Zimsky (Stanley Tucci) illustrate to 
the US government with the very scientific dem- 
onstration of burning an apple with a hairspray 


Qualls’ character serves very 
little purpose other than nerdy 
comic relief. Oh, and he’s 
supposed to control all the 
information on the Internet 

to prevent the public from 
finding out about the earth’s 
core stopping, and the attempt 
to restart it. 


It is ultimately revealed that Zimsky made a 
weapon (codenamed Project Destiny) for the US 
government that caused earth’s core to stop rotat- 
ing, and the threat of having this shot while 
they are underground is just one of many prob- 
lems that the group must face. Of course, having 
this weapon also gives Tucci the opportunity to 
cheese up the script with the line, “Gentlemen, it 
looks like destiny has caught up with us.” 

Still, the most ridiculous lines in the film have 
to come from the most unnecessary character, 
the supposed uber-hacker Rat (DJ Qualls). It 


SUPPLIED: ROB MCEWAN | 


HARD CORE HACKER D) Qualls shows Aaron Eckhart how to download the Internet to his desktop. 


went something like this: 

Rat: “How many languages do you speak?” 

Zimsky: “Five.” 

Rat: “I speak one, 10101001...” 

This little conversation proceeds to include a 
sentence I never want to hear again: “You want 
me to hack the planet?” 

Qualls’ character serves very little purpose 
other than nerdy comic relief. Oh, and he’s 
supposed to control all the information on the 
Internet to prevent the public from finding out 
about the earth’s core stopping, and the attempt 
to restart it. Of course, this assumes that the mas- 
sive, unnatural disasters going unexplained and 
ignored by governments would result in much 
calmer citizens. 

Still, as the action moves along quickly, the 


actors and directors take The Core just seriously 
enough that you can’t help but sit back, laugh and 
tolerate the movie's utter ridiculousness. 
The disaster movie genre has always been @} 
silly one, and The Core follows suit. Disasters | 
only hit major cities and monuments, and al 
things scientific can be broken down toa simple | 
metaphor like, “Even a small wrench can stall 
a big engine.” Luckily it also has the special 
effects (although the Project Destiny scenes look 
as though the film ran out of money) and forced 
tension which are the more marketable trade 
marks of the genre. { 
The Core was enjoyable in the way watchit§ | 
a guy fall down a ski hill is enjoyable, but give? | 
the world’s current state, there is something © 77 
be said for escapism. ae a 
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SWEETCHEYANNE: 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


I've never seen the Tom Cruise Missile 
live. Frankly, I am unacquainted with 
their music. 


However, I am by no means unfamil- 
iar with the mystique of the band. 
I hear their name whispered in the 
dark corners of cafés. Post-show, I hear 
folks talking about the all-encompass- 
ing ride (both auditory and visual) 
that is a performance by the Tom 
Cruise Missile. Apparently, they are 
better than the band you origi- 
nally went to see. 


Tim Rechner plays the 


drums and is also a 
talented visual artist. 
Jason Stronciski- is» a 


multi-instrumentalist, 
employing keyboards, 
synthesizer, and trum- 
pet; he is also a father 
and full-time student. 
Rob Wood sings and plays 
guitar; Wood is also the 
webmaster of a small online 
community of likeminded 
music nerds. 


I recently corresponded with Wood 
over the strange tap-tap of keyboards 
and Internet connections: 


Gateway: What do you think of the 
incessant need, of music critics in par- 
ticular, to genre-fy every single bit of 
music out there? For example, describ- 
ing the music of the Tom Cruise 
Missile as “post-rock.” 


Wood: I certainly wouldn't call our 
Music post-rock. We're far too half- 
assed. As for the classification of music 
in the context of an arbitrary sound- 
byte, that’s something else. While I dis- 
agree with it in principle, I find it to be 
a much greater cop-out when people 
Pretend they can’t hear the difference 
between a Mogwai record and say, a 
Lionel Richie record, simply because 
they’ Te into proving to everyone how 
“unconcerned with labels” they are. 


In the case of post-rock, the term was 
coined by a very clued-up individual 
(music critic Simon Reynolds) with 
4 remarkable amount of knowledge 


and a great deal at stake in observing 
the current and future state of under- 
ground music. I'll take the opinion of 
someone who in 1993 and 1994 was 
at ground zero so to speak, taking 
in the scene in its infancy, over the 
opinion of some guy at the bar who 
informs me that music is “like, soooo 
totally undefinable” and that genres are 
“invented by marketing teams to make 
MuchMusic’s scheduling easier.” 


PATRICK FINLAY 
NIGHT VISION The Missiles boast a 


visual-intensive live show. 


Whenever I hear that kind of rhetoric, 
I get pissed off in a real hurry. Most 
people are perfectly aware of music’s 
inherent potential as a commodity; 
anyone above the age of eight can tell 
that aside from being art, there is a 
business end to it. People are free to 
make their own decisions on how they 
feel about that contrast, and therefore, 
are free to accept any labels they want. 
I view categorization not necessarily 
as a symptom of narrow-mindedness, 
but as a symptom of orderliness. 


If MuchMusic tells you that Lithuanian 
hip hop is the next big thing and 
youre interested in believing that, go 
right ahead. Likewise, if you feel that 
any music involving an electric guitar 
is rock music, go ahead and put your 
Buddy Holly and Slayer albums right 
next to each other on the shelf: It’s all 
fair game. 


PATRICK FINLAY 
WOULD YOU LIKE SOME COFFEE WITH THAT SUGAR? The Tom Cruise Missile has some late night coffee at Keegan’s. 


Zeroing-in on the 
Tom Cruise Missile 


Gateway: I hear rumours that you stop 
mid-way through songs to tune your 
guitar. Some might view this as pre- 
tentious, others endearing. Are you a 
perfectionist? Does the sound at a par- 
ticular moment triumph over the con- 
tinuity of a song as a whole? 


Wood: That’s a rumour. I often take 
the time to tune up between songs, 
though. The truth is that guitars are 
sometimes hard to keep in tune, espe- 
cially if they feel they're being played 
poorly. 


Gateway: Are your visuals 
intended to communicate a 
specific interpretation of the 
music? 


Wood: I never actually 
get to see the visuals 
before we go on stage. 
In fact, there’s hardly 
any communication at 
all between the band 
and our video artist(s) 
prior to the show. These 
are artists with agendas 
all their own, and we just 
enjoy creating the opportunity 
to provide some sort of backdrop 
for each others’ work. Anyone infer- 
ring that there is a message or a mean- 
ing to any of it would be misled in 
more ways than one. 


Gateway: When did music become 
real for you? What was the first artist 
that made you lose it? 


Wood: If you mean real in the way 
that dirty laundry, earwax, and junk 
mail are real, I would have to say that 
it never has and hopefully never will. 


My first mind-blowing musical expe- 
rience was an Earth Wind and Fire LP 
my dad used to throw on when I was 
about six. For some reason, everything 
about it scared the living piss out of 
me—the cover art, the falsetto voice, 
the horn section. So terrifying, yet so 
funky. I wish I could be six again. 


The Tom Cruise Missile play on 19 
April as part of Smilin’ Jay’s now 
famous Happy Hour series of live 
broadcasts for CJSR. Rechner is cur- 
rently showcasing his work in a show 
called loose eyes at Listen Records. 


FREE STUFF 


Vin Diesel’s back as a vengeful DEA agent in the new crime drama A Man Apart. 
The Gateway wants to send you to see the preview screening on Thursday, 3 April 


at 7pm at SilverCity. All you have to do is answer this one simple question: 


What mainstream Hollywood filmmaker first noticed 
Diesel and cast him in a 1998 war film? 


This one's easy, but you'll have to be quick with the answer, as there 
are only five double-guest passes to be doled out. E-mail your answers to 
entertainment@gateway.ualberta.ca. Good luck! 


THE GATEWAY 


Stumping you with movie trivia since 1910 


SPANISH 


At Edmonton Hispanic Bilingual Associaton 7 
Asociaci6n Bilingie Hispanica de earmonton fll 


DISTINCTIVE PROGRAMS s 

+ Friendly, cultural learning 
environment 

* 8 Adult levels 

* 3 Children/Youth levels 

* Qualified instructional team 

* Fall, Winter, and Spring terms 

* Families and seniors welcome 


HISPANIC CLUB 

* Free membership with 
registration 

* Social activities, dinners, 
dance 
workshops 

* Annual Spring Latin Fiesta 

* weekend café friendship/ 
community meetings 

* Multimedia/periodical 
exchange service 

* Volunteer opportunities 


CLASSES: once weekly for 10 weeks 
Starting Date: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9,'7-9:30 PM 


Strathearn Community School « 8728 — 93 Ave. (ample parking and bus routes) 


*We are a registered (#50257836), non-profit society, and a heritage language, community school 
authorized by Alberta Learning since 1981. 


room at the top 


Join us for 
the last day of classes 
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Basic is basically 


Basic 

Directed byJohn McTieman 

Starring John Travolta, 

Samuel L Jackson, and Giovanni Ribisi 
Now playing 


PETER MACKENZIE 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


John Travolta stars alongside Samuel L 
Jackson. for the first time since Pulp 
Fiction in Basic, a film based on the 
corruption of the US army in South 
America. 

On an apparently routine training 
mission, an officer (Jackson) and some 
of his men are killed, and a DEA agent 
and investigator (Travolta), who also 
served under this officer, is called in to 
help a female rookie investigator find 
out what happened from two of the 
survivors. But what at first seems like 
a simple murder turns out to be some- 
thing totally different. 

From the beginning of the film 
until literally the last 15 seconds, the 
plot twists and turns seemingly out 
of control, but constantly keeps you 
on your toes, cleverly pulling you 
through to a totally unexpected con- 
clusion. 

I thought from the moment I heard 
about this film that I was going to 
like it. And while I'd have liked to see 
Travolta and Jackson acting with each 
other a lot more (they only appear 
together in one short scene), both were 
true to form. Travolta is given auda- 
cious lines befitting his persona, espe- 
cially when flirting with the younger 
investigator, and Jackson was com- 
pletely convincing as an overly harsh 
Ranger officer. 

The film slips effortlessly between 


comedy, thriller and action genres, 
sometimes all in the same scene. 
Yet, each element works in concert 
with the others, without sacrificing 
believability. One second you have 
a serious interrogation scene, then 
Travolta blows the whole mood, before 
heading straight back into the inten- 
sity of the preceding moment. 

This is one of those films that plays 
the line between being full of clever 
twists and just being a plot based on 
lots of twists rather than the story 


SUPPLIED: GENE PAGE 
ONE BAD MOTHER...Samuel L Jackson collars a young recruit in Basic. 


itself, which is OK for some—you 
might enjoy the sheer unpredictabil- 
ity. But I felt rather unsatisfied by the 
apparent lack of a clear flow or solid, 
underlying storyline. 

Travolta’s natural charisma carries 
the film so well that I found it impos- 
sible not to enjoy it all, though. So if 
you're a fan of these two actors, if you 
like complex stories of war and cor- 
ruption, or just like films that keep 
you guessing, basically, this film is 
for you. 


WIN A GRAND 
PRIZE OF 


$3000 


or one of the following: 


10 prizes of $500 
20 Ostere In2itive-. 


Blender / Food Processors 
80 Sunbeam Coffeemakers 


Please visit 


www.campusplus.com/survey 
for your chance to win. 


Sponsored by your Campus Newspaper, 
Sunbeam, and by Campus Plus, 
a division of Canadian University Press. 


be ap Oster 


© cAmMPuS PLUS 


All personal information provided is strictly 


SITE 
UNSEEN 


www.ratemypoo.com 


ADAM HOUSTON 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Here it is, the shittiest site on the web. 
| don’t mean to dump all over it, but 
whoever decided to create a Hot-or-Not- 
style page dedicated to people's defeca- 
tory accomplishments was full of crap 
(he isn’t any more though, as all too 
many of these photos illustrate). 

So, if you feel like attending to some 
fecal matters, choose your favourite 
froma veritable kaleidoscope of colours 
and textures. Some of the participants 
get a little carried away in their inter- 
pretations; while nobody spotted the 
visage of the Virgin Mary in their toilet 
bowl (insert holy shit joke here), there's 
all manner of likenesses, from everyday 
items to Elvis Presley, circa 1976. 

Next up: the FOX television adapta- 
tioninwhichdeciding the next American 
Idol will come down, not to some 
British dude pretending to differentiate 
between equally awful renditions of AM 
radio staples, but to the far more objec- 
tive measure of bodyweight percentage 
consisting of undigested corn. 


CULTURA 
OBSCURA 


MichaelJackson 
Baby Drop Sculpture 


ADAM ROZENHART 
Entertainment Editor 


As if the media hadn't flogged this par- 
ticular moment to death, the people of 
Pop Sculptures bring a wonderful piece 
by which to remember the day Michael 
Jackson dangled his baby over a balcony. 

The untitled work includes a car- 
toon-realistic, though decidedly less 
freakish-looking, Jackson dangling his 
blanketed child over a balcony. For the 


creative people out there,Pop Sculptures | 


also sells an unpainted version of the 
statue so that you can apply your own 
interpretation of the event. 

Far be it for me to comment on 
why this is the most stupid sort of 
merchandising ever. But |’ll comment 
nonetheless: this is dumb. In fact, it’s 
probably the reason the term “dumb” 
was ever coined. What’s next? A sculp- 
ture of Princess Di’s car accident? 

Oh well. For the low price of US $so, 
you can relive the infamous Michael 
Jackson baby drop moment over and 
over. 


University Courses 


Apply Now! 
Summer Session 
May and June 2003 


COMPETITIVE FEES! 


Evening Courses 


CH 150 The Core of Chemistry 

ECO 102 Introduction to Macroeconomics 
ENG 369 Contemporary Drama 

PSY 281 Principles of Behaviour Change 
REL 342 Early Church Fathers 

SOC 382 Sociology of Health and Health Care 


Daytime Courses — Term 1* 


phone: 
e-mail: 
web: 


ARTH 101 Survey of Western Art | 

CH 161 Introductory Organic Chemistry | 
ENG 203 Poetry 

HIS 260 Canadian History 1500 — 1867 

IT 101 Introduction to Computers and Computer Networks 
PHY 1114 Introduction to University Physics | 
PHY 121 Introductory General Physics | 
REL 248 The Christian Tradition 

SOC 210 Introduction to Social Statistics 
SPA 101 Beginners’ Spanish | 

WRI 291 Creative Writing 


* For a listing of additional courses, check the website or call the number below. 


720) 413-7808 


specialsessions @concordia.ab.ca 
www.specialsessions.concordia.ab.ca 


CONCORDIA 


University College of Alberta 


@ 


private and confidential, and will be used for research only. 
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COMPUTER BLUES by Kevin Ng 


SCHOOL 1S. FINALLY OUT AND 
WevE GOT 4% MONTHS OF 
FREEDOM AHEAD oF US / 


4 


Time To HAVE 
Some FUN / 


Va 


Time TO farty!/ 


COMICS 45 


Time To WoRK 3 JoRS AND 
MOONLIGUT ALS A GIGOLO So 
THAT You'te HAVE ENOUGH 
Money To PAY NEXT YEAR'S 
TUITION. 


TIME TO GET 
WASTED S// 


y) 


‘n 
NTAXK TRom 
SEKVLON 5S 


WASTED YOUTH by LsG 


Hone, 'M BACK! 


OUR UNIT 3UST, 
Su RREN DERE D! 


ALREADY? IT'S Pa 
ONLY BREEN WE FOUND 
FouR HOURS. AME 


(Can) 
TANKS, WAVED A 
WHITE T-sHi@t AND THEY 


SENT US HOME. 


DID THEY GWE 
You ANY FOOD? 


(1 FINE THANKS. } 
ron 


THE LAST DEATHWORLD EVER by Rudi Gunther 


———» 


THE AMERICANS SAID 
THE WAR 1S OVER- ie 
THEY HAVE TO BO 
CACL OFF THE BOM 
AND We're A Fier 

PEOPLE AGAIN: 


well! that 
didn’ é 


HEY THERE! SO WHAT 
WACKY HISINKS ARE WE 
UP TO THIS EPISODE 7 


_ ( SEE FOR 
| ~ \_YOoRSELF, 


TO EVERY GENERATION 
A WARRIOR \S_ BORN , 
A CHAMPION AGAINST 
EVIL | A DEFENDER 
VERSUS THE NIGHT. 
TOO BAD FOR US WE 


90, LIKE , I'M SUPPOSED 
TO BE FIGHTIN’ THESE 
UNDEAD BAD THINGIES 
BUT WHAT LT REALLY 

WANNA DO 1S GO OUT 


LIKE, ITO BE SO EASIER, 
\F I WAS FIGHTIN’ THE 

ZOMBIES , CAUSE THEN’RE 
LIKE EVERYWHERE AND 

I DON’T EVEN KNOW 


THEYRE CREATURES OF 
DARKNESS THAT LATCH 
ON TO PEOPLE AND 

ORAIN THEM OF THEIR, 


OH, 50 LIKE THE 
UNIVERSITY AND 


DRINKIN? AND STUFF. 


WHAT A VAMPIRE 1St 


© wo} GUNTHER 2003 
a 4 


HI EVERYBODY... ) 


[MATT WHERE 
HAVE. YOU BEEN? 
: 


tient” 
a 
r—4 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 


OUT TRYING TO SAVE 
THE WORLD, BUT T’VE 


GOT SOME BAD NEWS .A 
oh? 


YEAH, I FIGURE WE'VE 
GoT ABOUT 3 SECONDS 
BEFORE ALL REALITY 
BLINKS OUT OF 

EXISTENCE . 


WELL. THAT SUCKS... 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


To place aclassified ad, please call 
Information Services at 492-4212 


FOR SALE 


Hide-A-Bed Sofa. Recently reupholstered, 
forest green colour. $175 0.b.0. Call Melissa 
437-9409. 

Aquarium for sale: 20 gallon, includes Eclipse 
2 filterhood, heater and driftwood. Ex. cond. 
$175 obo. Leave message: 426-6455 
Dvds for sale. E-mail dvdstudent@hotmail.com 
for price list. 

Two 250MB Zip disks: $20 each ($30 for both). 
Four 100MB Zip disks: $9 each ($32 for all four). 
Gravis Gamepad Pro for serial port: $7. Good 
for retro gaming onan older model computer. 
E-mail dzeibin@ualberta.ca to make an offer. 


Old-school Concord quadraphonic/stereo 
receiver with four Videoton Hungarian-made 
speakers. Lacks power but oozes retro style. 
Makean offer: dzeibin@ualberta.ca Interesting 
trades also available. 
WANTED 
Roomate wanted, male/female, $300 incl 
utilities, 5 min walk form HUB. Call Shiela 
491-0249 ee eae Oe 
SUBLET WANTED: Clean, repsonsible couple 
from Manitoba seeking sublet of furnished 
NS 1 bedroom apartment from May 1 to 
August 31. Please call (204) 726-4347 or email 
paulericgrambo@yahoo.ca 


SERVICES 


THINKING OFSUMMER ACCOMMODATIONS? 
Grande Prairie Regional College residence has 
affordable rooms for rent for post secondary 
students working full time in Grande Prairie 
this summer. For more information contact 
the Housing office at (780) 538-0041 or e-mail 
at housing@gprc.ab.ca 


Arts Grad student willing to edit or proofread 
undergrad essays. Reasonable rates, e-mail 
me at: proofreading@yahoo.ca. 


Wanted: Person whoseeks carpool fromNorth 
Edmonton May-Aug. Ihlau@ualberta.ca 


Prepping for MCAT? Princeton Review courses 
offer the most materials, most class hours 
and best results. All materials yours to keep! 
For more information, call 1-800-2REVIEW. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Call for nominations: the Alberta Public 
Interest Research Group, APIRG, requires a gth 


Board member. Election will be held at 5pm 
9 April SUB alumni room. Nomination 
packages avail. from APIRG 9111 HUB Mall. 
436-0181 or apirg@ualbertac.ca 


EMPLOYMENT - FULL TIME 


Graduating? Go Teach English! Your degree 
is your passport to the world. Pay off 
loans, make a difference, build your resumé. 
Introductory TEFL workshops in Edmonton 
monthly. www.goteach.ca 1-866-912-4465 


Cruise Line entry level onboard positions 
available, great benefits, seasonal or year 
round. 323-644-2102, cruisecareers.com 


Teach English in Korea. Earn $2500/month. 30 
teaching hours/week. Call Shannon, 433-6713 


EMPLOYMENT - PART TIME 


Help Wanted. Make money around school. 
Secure a summer position. $14.85 base 
appt. Scholarships available. Conditions apply. 
Flexible schedule. 436-9444 or 
wwwworkforstudents.com/ab/ 


Career and Placement Services (CaPS) is 
accepting applications for the position of 
Promotions Assistant for the next academic 
year. More information can be found at CaPS 
(2-100SUB) oron the webat www.ualberta.ca/ 
caps. Deadline date: 11 April, 2003. 


Nightlife Posters requires a permanent, part 
time person to distribute posters and 
brochures alternate weekends on a set route. 
Applicant must have acar, work independently, 
be presentable and personable. Start date 
11/12 April. Approximately 7 hours @$12/hour. 
Please call Denise at 455-7444 


EMPLOYMENT - TEMPORARY 


Assistant Web Marketing Strategist and Site 
Administrator. Learn affiliate marketing, list 
building and web-site optimization. Build a 
new site and then build our traffic. See 
wwwsitesell.com and www.inetekk.com for 
the template work and business models 
involved. Work from home, on a secure 
computer available to you full time. This is a 
3-4 month long series of measurable projects 
(with the possibility of further part time work 
in the fall and winter). The first project starts 
as soon as your final exams are over. We will 
work in a wwwProjectPlace.com web-based 
environment, plus communicate in person 
and by phone. The value of the contracted 
series of short projects will earn you between 
$2000 and $2200 gross per month, if you 
can work efficiently. To apply: email 
fgrisdale@shaw.ca a www.brainshark.com 
PowerPoint presentation (no more than 50 
mb of data) about why you would be my 
perfect assistant. You will uploadaphotograph 


and provide the audio via the phone, to 
accommodate your PP presentation. There 
is no charge for trying out the Brainshark 
presentation for 15 days, although you must 
be 18. When they ask for a company name, 
just type in ‘personal’. If you prefer you may 
submit an application another way, via the 
provided e-mail address. Perhaps you have 
a more creative way of using the net to 
present your credentials and your interest. 
Note that | want to know why you think you 
would be a brilliant choice. | will be favoring 
creative minds, financially motivated thinkers 
and great writers. | will e-mail you back 
a yes or a no on April 22nd. Deadline for 
the application is April 15th. Frank Grisdale 
fgrisdale@shaw.ca PS: Winning this contract 
will bring you valuable knowledge about the 
web and business, which could pay off many 
times in your future. Take a risk and apply right 
away. Assistant Web Marketing Strategist and 
Site Administrator 


THREE LINES FOR A TOONIE 
Ray B, wow, you're foxy. SQM _ 
“That was not his knee.” 30-30. -biz 


April Fools... it was born dead. 

Odd... My girl-fox’s initials are ETH, where 
T equals “Terror.” That’s what she is, killing 
millions with her glare. Meaning: the above 
TLFT is not by her—if she wanted to express 
such a sentiment, too, | think she'd just 
tell me, or kill me with her razor-sharp 
voice and equestrian trainer-esque inflection 
(sometimes that’s how she gives approval). 
But if “Ray B” is me, thanks. And I'm a 
presumptuous ass if “Ray B” is not me. — REB 


TEACH English 
Overseas 


wi 
Travel the 
Globe Earn 


Info Pack: -888-270-2941 
FREE Info Seminar: 


Tuesdays @ 7 pm. 10762 82 Ave 


HAPPY BOB 
KNOWS 


Campus events and more... 


The TESL students in the Department of 
Educational Psychology (in conjunction 
withthe Graduate Students’ Association) 
presents “Learning English at School: 
Identity, Social Relations, and Classroom 
Practice” on Wednesday, 2 April, 2003 
from 4-5:30pm in Education South 
165. Presentation by Dr Kelleen Toohey, 
Professor and Director of Graduate 
Programs, Faculty of Education, Simon 
Fraser University. Dr Toohey will discuss 
a longitudinal study about a cohort of 
young English language learners over 
three years. In particular, she will describe 
the social, material andintellectual “econ- 
omies” in one of their classrooms and 
how these are implicated in the chil- 
dren's language and more general learn- 
ing. It will be shown that the variable 
distribution of resources in classrooms, 


such as instructional practices, has pro- 
found effects on learning. 


The Alberta Public Interest Research 
Group (APIRG) presents a Special General 
Meeting on Wednesday, 9 April, 2003 
in the SUB Alumni Room. APIRG is hold- 
ing a Special General Meeting to elect 
a ninth board member and review this 
year’s activities. The meeting is open to 
everyone, but only students who have 
not opted out of the APIRG fee for ideo- 
logical reasons may vote. For more infor- 
mation, please call 436-0181. 


HBK is a service provided for Registered 
Student Groups and _ University 
Departments only. HBK is only printed 
in the Tuesday editions of the Gateway 
each week. HBK does not publish events 
that are weekly, on-going, or not open 
to the public. Incomplete forms will not 
be submitted. Submissions will print for 
one issue only. Entry deadline is 3.00pm 
Fridays (submit your entry on the Friday 
before the issue you wish it to appear 
in). Submit to the Gateway Offices (3-04, 
third floor SUB) or fax to 492-6665. 


THE GATEWAY Scholarship for Outstanding 
Achievement in the Field of Excellence 


The Gateway Student Journalism Society is giving away five (5) $200 scholarships rewarding 
continuing students for their creativity, writing ability, and participation in extracurricular 
activites on campus. If this sounds like something you're interested in, please go to 
www.gateway.ualberta.calscholarships/ for more information, or pick up an application form 
from the Gateway offices on the third floor of SUB. Applicants must submit a 500-word essay on 
independent campus media. Winning applicants’ submissions will be published in the Gateway 


in the following academic year. 


{" PPOGECGION 


Book Westjet with no additional cost at www.travelcuts.com 


Protect your money through Travel CUTS & industry compensation funds — 
not the case when you book directly with airlines. 


SUB, U of A 
t2TRAVELCUTS 492.2592 


See the word your way 


Council of Alberta University Students (CAUS) - Executive Director Job Description 


Reporting to the Council of Alberta University Students membership in general and the Chair of 
the Council of Alberta University Students (CAUS) in particular, the Campaign Coordinator for the 
CAUS will coordinate and develop campaigns based on CAUS policy and approved by the 
member including but not limited to an external media campaign and a MLA lobby tour. The 
coordinator will also provide some research, communications, administrative to the CAUS. 


Qualifications: 

* Undergraduate university degree in a field such as Political Science, Sociology, Canadian Studies, 
History, Communications or related fields of study. 

+ Excellent and demonstrable writing and communication skills, including ability to write press 
releases and background documents 

* Computer skills: Microsoft Word, Excel, and Access, with website development skills a strong 
asset. 

* Strong knowledge of the provincial and federal context of post-secondary education, with an 
ability to analyze policy trends, technical papers, and budget information 

* Administrative experience and experience in project management 

* Highly organized and able to juggle several different tasks at once 

* Demonstrated ability to organize and develop campaigns 

+ Ability to work independently 


Responsibilities: 

* Develop and coordinate campaigns based on CAUS policy. 

* Propose and implement at least two province-wide campaigns on issues identified by the CAUS 
membership as being pressing, timely, and of concern to Alberta's university students. 

* Day-to-day administration of the CAUS 

* Assist the researchers at member institutions in gathering all pertinent information on the 
province of Alberta’s post-secondary policies and funding, as well as inter-provincial research in 
order to design well-researched campaigns 

* Maintain communication with the provincial government, including coordinating an annual 
MLA lobby tour, and meetings with the provincial Minister of Learning, the Minister of Human 
Resources, and the Premier of Alberta 

« Maintain a CAUS media presence by responding to all provincial issues of relevance to Alberta 
university students 

+ Maintain both a proactive and reactive media presence by responding to government policy 
directions and by implementing CAUS campaigns 


Relationships: 

* The CAUS Executive Director will take direction and report to the CAUS membership. The 
Campaign Executive Director is responsible for designing and implementing campaigns and 
other strategic initiatives for the CAUS membership based on CAUS policy. 

* The Campaign Executive Director will work closely with the researchers at the member schools 
in the gathering of information, policy analysis, and strategic policy advice to better aid in 
government relations and in designing appropriate campaign materials. 

* The Campaign Executive Director will work closely with the communications officers at the 
member schools in order to coordinate responses to government post-secondary policies and in 
order to effectively implement campaigns 


Please apply to: 
2-900 SUB, 8900-114 St. 
Edmonton, AB T6G 2)7 


Remuneration: $29,000/year plus benefits 
Deadline for application: April 22, 2003 
Please include a writing sample with your application. 


Chucho Valdes 


"Valdés is the greatest jazz pianist 
in Cuba, perhaps one of the 
greatest pianists in the world!" 
Time Magazine 


Wednesday, April 23rd - 8pm 


Winspear Centre 


TICKETS & INFORMATION * worldatwinspear.com * 428.1414 
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